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Word of the month: Self-responsibility

Story and photos by 
James H. Egbert
Mountaineer staff

Imagine for a moment being at home
alone when a government vehicle pulls in
front of the house, two Soldiers in dress
uniform walk to the door and deliver
unwanted news from the battlefront.

For those who attended of the
Tragedy Assistance Program for
Survivors held at the Elkhorn
Conference Center Saturday, the reality
of hearing the unthinkable is a memory
that will always be all too real.

In times of war and peace, when
tragedy strikes, feelings of sorrow, anger
and fear flood the recipient. Learning
how to deal with these emotions and to
carry on life as normally as possible
is the goal of everyone who attends
TAPS seminars.

TAPS is a community of caring
military Families that have suffered
losses. They wait to walk alongside other

Families who grieve the loss of a loved
one. Bonnie Carroll, whose husband was
accidentally killed, along with eight
other Soldiers in 1992 aboard an Army
National Guard aircraft, founded TAPS. 

Since 1994, Carroll’s efforts have
brought together Families who have lost
loved ones. Families had to learn how to
deal with grief in different ways by
working together, sharing together and
speaking about what they have learned,
by having someone around who has been
in similar situations.

“On the back of every red TAPS 
T-shirt you will read, ‘Remember the love,
celebrate the life, share the journey.’This
is what we will be learning here today,”
said Carroll opening the seminar. 

Maj. Gen. Mark A. Graham, com-
manding general, Division West (First
Army) and Fort Carson was the first to
take the podium, welcoming surviving
Family members to the event. Graham’s

TAPS helps survivors grieve

The TAPS "Good Grief" camp participants prepares to launch
balloons with special messages to their fallen loved ones.

“On the back
of every red
TAPS T-shirt
you will read,
‘Remember
the love, 
celebrate the
life, share 
the journey.’
This is what
we will be
learning here
today,” said
TAPS Founder,
Bonnie Carroll
as she opened
the seminar 
at the Elkhorn
Conference
Center, 
Saturday.

See TAPS on Page 7

Healing Waters helps injured Soldiers.
See Page 11

CommunityCommunity

Dave Ramsey visits Fort Carson.
See Page 20-21
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Explore Colorado’s sand dunes.
See Page 29-30
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“Integrity, because I
believe it’s a lost value
in today’s society.”

Staff Sgt. Clint
Romesha
3rd Squadron, 61st
Cavalry Regiment,
2nd Brigade Combat,
2nd ID

“Personal courage is the
Army value that means
the most to me today. 
To do what you feel is
right in peacetime and 
in wartime.”

Sgt. 1st Class
Romaine Black
HHC, 2nd Battalion,
12th Infantry Regiment,
2nd BCT 2nd ID

“Loyalty, because 
without loyalty, we 
forget who we are and
what we stand for.”

Spc. James Bell
4th Squadron, 10th
Cavalry Regiment,
3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th ID

“Selfless service, because
I’m currently home from
Iraq due to an unfortunate
accident, but if there 
was any possible chance,
I would go back with 
my unit in a second.”

Pfc. Jessica Ross
24th Transportation
Company, Fort 
Riley, Kan.

“Loyalty, because if you
are loyal, you are 
trust-worthy to all of
your fellow Soldiers. 
It will take you a long
way in military and
civilian life.”

Sgt. Allen Beach
2nd Brigade Support
Battalion, 2nd ID

“Duty, because if you
don’t do your duty 
as an American
Soldier, you can get
people seriously 
hurt or killed.”

Pfc. Connor
Johnson
2nd Battalion, 8th
Infantry Regiment,
2nd BCT, 4th ID

“All of the Army 
values are equally
important to me.”

Raul Ramirez
Retiree

“Selfless service is 
the most important
Army value to me
because, with the 
war and everything
going on, you have to 
be selfless.”

Master Sgt. Dale
Roberts
Mission Support
Element G3

PPOOSSTTPPOOSSTT TTAALLKKTTAALLKK
This commercial enterprise newspaper is

an authorized publication for members of the

Department of Defense. Contents of the

Mountaineer are not necessarily the official view

of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the

Department of the Army. Printed circulation is

12,000 copies.

The editorial content of the Mountaineer

is the responsibility of the Public Affairs

Office, Fort Carson, CO 80913-5119, Tel.:

(719) 526-4144. The e-mail address is 

carsmountaineereditor@conus.army.mil.

The Mountaineer is posted on the

Internet at http://public.carson.Army.mil/

sites/PAO/mountaineer/archives/forms.

The Mountaineer is an unofficial 

publication authorized by AR 360-1. The

Mountaineer is printed by Colorado Springs

Military Newspaper Group, a private firm in

no way connected with the Department of the

Army, under exclusive written contract with

Fort Carson. It is published 49 times per year.

The appearance of advertising in this 

publication, including inserts or supplements,

does not constitute endorsement by the

Department of the Army or Colorado Springs

Military Newspaper Group, of the products or

services advertised. The printer reserves the 

right to reject advertisements.

Everything advertised in this publication

shall be made available for purchase, use or

patronage without regard to race, color, 

religion, sex, national origin, age, marital 

status, physical handicap, political affiliation 

or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser,

user or patron. If a violation or rejection of this

equal opportunity policy by an advertiser is

confirmed, the printer shall refuse to print

advertising from that source until the violation

is corrected. For display advertising call 

(719) 634-5905.

All correspondence or queries regarding

advertising and subscriptions should be 

directed to Colorado Springs Military

Newspaper Group, 31 E. Platte Avenue, Suite

300, Colorado Springs, CO 80903, phone 

(719) 634-5905. 

The Mountaineer’s editorial content 

is edited, prepared and provided by the Public

Affairs Office, building 1550, room 2180, 

Fort Carson, CO 80913-5119, phone 

(719) 526-4144.

Releases from outside sources are so

indicated. The deadline for submissions to the

Mountaineer is close of business the week

before the next issue is published. The

Mountaineer staff reserves the right to edit 

submissions for newspaper style, clarity and

typographical errors.

Policies and statements reflected in the 

news and editorial columns represent views of

the individual writers and under no circum-

stances are to be considered those of the

Department of the Army.

Reproduction of editorial material is 

authorized. Please credit accordingly.

What do you think is the
most important Army value?

MOUNTAINEER
Commanding General:

Maj. Gen. Mark A. Graham

Garrison Commander:

Col. Eugene B. Smith

Fort Carson Public Affairs Officer:

Dee McNutt

Chief, Print and Web Communications:

Douglas M. Rule

Editor: Julie M. Lucas

Staff Writer: James H. Egbert

Happenings: Nel Lampe

Sports Writer: Walt Johnson

Layout/graphics: Jeanne Mazerall

Classified advertising
329-5236

Display advertising
634-5905

Mountaineer editor
526-4144

Post information
526-5811

Post weather hotline
526-0096

Dear Editor:
I would like to thank the Soldiers who stopped 

for a four-car accident just north of the south 
Academy exit on Interstate—25 Feb. 25. I was 
involved in that accident and was so impressed with
their actions. They were at my car within minutes after
my collision with a semi tractor-trailer. They helped 
me from my car, led me to the median to sit, 
continuously checking on me. One told me he was a
base physician and he pretty much stayed with me 
until I left. I was so impressed watching those Soldiers
just push a damaged car off to the side to help get 

traffic moving, picking up pieces off the highway. 
Your skills, common sense and take-charge attitude 
were amazing to watch.

I don’t always stop to tell you all how much my 
family and I appreciate your service, dedication to your
country and the sacrifice you make for all of us.

I ended up being transported to the hospital and did
sustain a fractured sternum, otherwise I was just fine. 

You guys are the greatest. Call on me anytime I 
can be of assistance to you and your Families.

With appreciation,
Judy Alsever, Pueblo West

Letter to the Editor:
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by Susan C. Galentine
Fort Carson Sustainability Team

Pieces of the Fort Carson map are
continually being adapted to new
needs. With the addition of thousands
of Soldiers to the roster in the next
few years and the rapid rate of 
construction projects, living, working
and commuting on the Mountain Post
face challenges. 

Pressing questions the Directorate
of Public Works master planners are
tasked to answer include: Where will
a new barracks or headquarters
building needed be located? How will
traffic flow work with more people
here? What kinds of “green” space
will be included in the design to
ensure that where Soldiers live and
work is a pleasant place? 

To add some rhyme and reason to
reconfigured post puzzle, the DPW
Master Planning Division creates area
development plans for small areas or
neighborhoods on the installation. 

An ADP focuses on sustainable
and compatible development within an
area, according to Tom Wiersma, DPW
community planner, including how an
area fits in the scheme of adjacent

facilities and activities and how it
ties into roads, trails and open
space next to or near this area. 

With the demands of an
increased population and facilities,
so does the necessity to becoming
more sustainable. To develop
areas without an eye toward the
future means the installation
risks running out of developable
land, massive traffic issues,
unmanageable utility costs and an
overall decrease in the quality of
life on the Mountain Post. To offset
these risks, the ADPs take into
consideration the sustainability of
growing areas to ensure Fort
Carson can meet its mission,
take care of Soldiers and Families
and leaves room to adapt for
the future.

Trees, grassy areas and
walking paths contribute to the
well-being of people on Fort
Carson, and they provide an important
function in terms of shade for cooling,
absorbing stormwater runoff to prevent
floods and alternatives to traff ic
gridlock across post.

Master planning has several ADPs
on the drawing board to shape specific

areas of Fort Carson to ensure the
growth of the area is functional, com-
patible and sustainable for the future.

Inside Gate 1 from Highway 115
to the post exchange area:
Consideration is being given to
constructing high-density, mixed use
facilities, which could include office

or community space on the first floor
with apartments or condominiums
above. The plan will also look at
how this critical community service
area will tie into the post exchange,
commissary and other activities.

Carson adapts to new needs

Artist renditions supplied by Army Corps of Engineers

The Company Operations Facilities and motor pool are located strategically within walking
distance of new barracks, dining facility and brigade and battalion headquarters. 

See Growth on page 4

2075 Research Pkwy 
Colorado Springs, CO 80920 

719.550.2500
Visit us at www.ColoradoHomes.com to see more information on these properties and many more!

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

1950 N WHITEHORN DR

Gr8 D20 Location w/ Big
Bkyd.
4BD+Office/2BA/2Car
Ranch. 1774SQ.Updated
Thruout-F/P-Decked
Patios.

5458 E OLD FARM CR

Live comfortably in this
fenced 5/3 residence.
Laundry rm, gas heat.
Two-car garage.

5364 RONDO WY

Look at the charms in this
fenced 4/3 Ranch. 2 fire-
places. Laundry rm. Two-
car garage.

$189,500 BRIARGATE
5240 WAINWRIGHT DR

3/2/2 home close to
Peterson/Ft. Carson. One
level living. Laundry rm.
Two-car garage.
AC/Fireplace

6677 FIELDING TE

Create a lovely haven in
this fenced 4/2 tri-level.
Laundry rm. Garage. A
deluxe pleaser!

4944 DURASNO TE

Wonderful 3-BR tri-level.
Laundry rm, gas heat.
Garage, basement. True
class act! Fenced.

6865 SULLIVAN AV

Rancher has 1132
sq.ft,large fam rm w/wb
fireplc,3
bdrms,range,refrig,vinyl
windows,1yr warranty.

$129,000FOUNTAIN VALLEY

$237,500 EAST $249,000FOUNTAIN VALLEY $175,000 FOUNTAIN VALLEY $170,000FOUNTAIN VALLEY $144,900FOUNTAIN VALLEY

5628 SPOKED WHEEL DR

Lg Spac Bedrms, 3bath,
fplc, AC,Lg
FamRm,DinRm,Commun
ity CTR Pool&Tennis,Lg
Park,Kit Island,2car gar

$250,000 NORTHEAST
4708 MISTY SQ

Wonderful 4BR/3BA
home on cul-de-
sac.Freshly
painted.Includes all appli-
ances. Wet bar,berber car-
pet 

$175,000 NORTHEAST
2556 BLAZEK LP

Close To Everything and
UCCS Two Bedrooms, 2.5
Bathrooms. Loft NEW
CARPET, NEW WIN-
DOWS, NEW STUCCO.

$144,000 NORTHEAST
5660 ASTORIA WY

Spacious 3bd/3ba/2 car
home gas frplc in family
room, updated kitchen,
unfinished basement to
expand

$242,900 NORTHWEST
7066 WHITE BUFFALO RD

Upgraded 3/2/2 w/Shed.
Formal LR/DR
Combo.FR Gas Log
FP.Large fenced
Bckyd/Deck.Backs to
Common Grnd

$199,900 NORTHWEST

6980 HIGHLAND VISTA DR

Look at the values in this
pleasing 3/3 two-story.
Laundry rm. Two-car
garage.

$214,500 POWERS
7731 MENAGERIE LN

Let your life sparkle in this
3/3 residence. Laundry
rm. Two-car garage.
Fenced.

$212,000 POWERS
2635 HAYSTACK DR

Charming 4-Level Backs
to Open Space,Fabulous
Mountain & City Views!
Spacious 3Bd/3Ba
Finished Bsmt!

$189,900 POWERS
4802 HAWK MEADOW DR

Come home to comfort &
casual living in this bright
3BR/3BA/2C.This home
is nearly new w/central
AC.

$206,400 SOUTHEAST
3340 GALLERIA TE

Smart 3-BR residence.
Laundry rm. Two-car
garage. A gem with much
to love! Fenced.

$150,900 SOUTHEAST
818 DELFT DR

Attractive 4/3 tri-level.
Laundry rm. Garage, fin-
ished basement. A very
nice find! Fenced.

$189,000 WEST
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by Tina Ayotte
Directorate of Resource Management

Word is quickly getting around and it’s true—Bank of
America will no longer hold the Government Travel
Charge Card contract. The new contractor will be Citibank
and this change will be effective Nov. 30.

Cardholders will only receive a new GTCC from Citibank
if all their personal account information is up to date and
accurate within the Bank of America system. Cardholders
should check their accounts and verify account information is
accurate. This can be done through several methods. 

1. Call Bank of America to update at (800) 472-1424. 
2. Call the Fort Carson Travel Team Agency Program

Coordinator at 526-8516.
3. Register online for account access.
U.S. Army Forces Command suggests that all cardholders

have online access to their GTCC account. All personal
information should be entered exactly as it appears on the
monthly statement. Cardholders can self-register at the fol-
lowing site: https://www.gcsuthd.bankofamerica.com/
EAGLS_selfregistration/army_selfRegistration.aspx

Upon confirmation that the self-registration was
submitted, cardholders will receive their user identification
and pass code via postal mail in seven-10 days. Address
changes and transaction activity will be available to
cardholder once user ID and pass code are received. 

Following these suggestions will smooth the transition
for both previous and new cardholders.

Per Bank of America, accounts that have had no activity
for the past 12-24 months will be automatically deactivated.
This course of action is to streamline the cardholder data. The
data will be given to the new contractor and this process will
continue throughout the end of Bank of America’s contract. 

If you are a cardholder and have not traveled within the
last 12 months, call Bank of America to verify the account is
active and ready for use, at least two weeks prior to travel.

As the transition continues, cardholders will be updated
as information is distributed by FORSCOM.

If assistance is needed about the Government Travel
Card, the Mission Support Element Director of Resource
Management Travel Team can be reached at 526-8516/
526- 1871/526-1858/526-8510 and is located in building
1220, second floor.

Citibank to take over travel cards Gate 20 from Interstate-25 to
Womack Street: Under consideration
is the construction of a park-and-ride
lot with links to regional and an
installation bus service to ease traffic
congestion. Another consideration is
to rebuild or expand Gate 20 to
handle the increased traffic.

The Sports Fields Complex,
bounded by Wetzel Street, Prussman
Boulevard, Barkeley Avenue and Khe
Sanh Street: A new physical fitness
center is planned adjacent to the
Sports Fields. There are plans to
construct other facilities that
complement that particular activity,
such as a child development center
and a medical clinic, which would
enable someone to drop off their
child for hourly care and then go to
an appointment or to the PFC.

For more information about the
Fort Carson Sustainability Program,
visit http://sems.carson.army.mil.

See Growth from page 3

Jeff Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS

Welcoming New Patients

Committed to 
your children’s 

oral health!
Healthy Smiles are 

Beary Special

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology with a Caring Touch

Specialized treatment planning for all ages

Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia

Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and 
reduced radiation exposure

Parents can stay with children during treatment

Delta Dental, Tri Care Dental, United Concordia 
and Care Credit plans accepted

Technology with a Caring Touch

Specialized treatment planning for all ages

Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia

Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and 
reduced radiation exposure

Parents can stay with children during treatment

Delta Dental, Tri Care Dental, United Concordia, Cigna 
and Care Credit plans accepted

Job Well Done...

Stress Away
We Care About Our Troops!

Across from the Crowne Plaza
Exit 138 at I-25 to Circle & Janitell

“Soothing massage for weary soldiers”

Please Call For FREE Transportation

RELIEVE MUSCLE TENSION, 
STRESS & PAIN!

REFRESH

REVITALIZE
Stress 
Away

www.militaryfamilycamp.younglife.org

Ft. Carson contact:

Denise Haven (719) 526-5279

Email: denise.haven@us.army.mil

Military Family Camp

Space is limited, so apply now.

Does your family crave adventure, excitement, 

laughter and fun or just a break from the daily 

stresses of life? Be a part of military family camp 

at Young Life’s beautiful Trail West! Active duty 

soldiers and their families will enjoy one week of 

fun and relaxation in the beautiful Rocky mountains. 

Families with a deployed spouse and single parent 

families are encouraged to attend as well.
Briefings every Tuesday at Noon, at 
the Education Center, Room 126.

Call 
(719) 262-3236

or email
armyrotc@uccs.edu

ARMY ROTC. START STRONG.

Green to Gold is the Army ROTC program for enlisted men 
and women to become Army Officers. Get your college 
degree and become one of the Army’s newest leaders.

with integrated clear coat

ALL THIS 

FOR ONLY...
$

Two Year Gloss Warranty
Van,Truck and Commercial Vehicles by Estimate.

Stripping of old paint, body work and 
rust repairs extra. 

With coupon. Expires 4-26-08
Not valid with any other offer.
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Story and photo by 
Spc. Elvyn Nieves
3rd Brigade Combat Team Public
Affairs Office, 4th Infantry Division,
Multi-National Division — Baghdad

BAGHDAD — In an effort to
reduce the possibility of improvised-
explosive device attacks between barriers
that have been moved or destroyed,
Multi-National Division — Baghdad
Soldiers from 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division, have been
conducting barrier maintenance.

While replacing broken barriers,
Soldiers from A Company, 64th
Brigade Support Battalion, have
diligently strived to make sure the
barrier line was straight and closed up
empty spaces to prevent the placement
of IEDs during an overnight mission
March 23-24.

“Barriers don’t lay well (here)
because of the uneven and muddy
ground,” said 1st Lt. Clay Hanika,
platoon leader in A Co., 64th BSB.
“We usually lay those barriers on flat
surfaces, but last night we had to stick
rocks underneath the barriers to balance
them out and lay properly against the
next barrier.”

This night’s route in a northern
Baghdad neighborhood is a narrow
road that created a difficult challenge
to these troops.

“We tried to minimize the amount
of dismounted Soldiers in this street
since you only have one way in and
out,” said Staff Sgt. Ricardo Hamlin,
petroleum laboratory specialist in A
Co., 64th BSB. “Our biggest challenge
is to be on the lookout for booby traps,
IEDs and small-arms fire.”

Hanika said these types of missions
are a constant learning experience. In
order to succeed he passes the infor-
mation of what he saw in the area to the
next convoy commander to give him a
heads up to better prepare for the mission.

The barriers serve to cut off exit
avenues for criminals trying to stage an
attack against Coalition or Iraqi Forces.
When the enemy runs away from
combat, there won’t be many escape
routes because of the barriers.

“We’ve been doing this mission for
three months now and my Soldiers
always perform great,” said Hanika.
“Every time we face a challenge, the
Soldiers step up immediately to face
it and we’ll continue to do so until we
leave Iraq.”

Barriers reduce threats in Baghdad

Staff Sgt. Ricardo Hamlin guides the barrier with an Iraqi worker on a main supply route
in a northern Baghdad neighborhood March 23. The barriers cut off exit avenues for
criminals trying to stage an attack against Coalition or Iraqi Forces. Hamlin is petroleum
laboratory specialist in A Company, 64th Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division, Multi-National Division — Baghdad.

Engineering, Technology
and  Security Clearance

CAREER EXPO 
April 16, 2008
11 am - 4 pm

Crowne Plaza Hotel Colorado Springs
2886 South Circle Drive

Meet face-to-face with local and national employers

Employers interested call 877/842-3976 x18
Jobseekers call 877/842-3976 x17

www.expoexpertsllc.com

Candidates must have at least 2 years of related industry 
experience on top of degree or comparable military 

background and US citizenship to attend.
Candidates with active clearance, military and retired military 

personnel are encouraged to attend. Some employers will
require an active clearance.

 Some of the opportunities available include:
Engineering (All Disciplines), Electrical, Mechanical, Systems, 

Network, Environmental, Civil, IT, Program Managers,
SW/HW, QA, Satellite, Aerospace, Aircraft, Contract 

Specialists, Logistics, CONOPS, RF/Radar, Communications, 
A&P Mechanics, Design/Development, Stress & Structures, 

Reliability, Maintainability, Military Ops, Test, SATCOM,
Signal Analysts, Space Systems, Info Ops,

DSCS/MILSTAR Techs, ASTAC, Systems Administrators, 
Technicians, Field Engineers, Modelers, Tech Writers,

Linux/Windows and related disciplines.



Military briefs6 MOUNTAINEER — April 10, 2008

Miscellaneous

1st Infantry Division — will be holding its 90th
annual reunion at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in
Colorado Springs Aug. 20-24. Anyone who has ever
served with the “Big Red One” or any unit attached is
cordially invited.

Details and reservation forms will be available in
the spring issue of the society’s newspaper, the
Bridgehead Sentinel, on the Web site;
www.1stID.org; by contacting: Society of the First
Infantry Division, 1933 Morris Road, Blue Bell, PA
19422, calling (215) 661-1969 or e-mailing
Soc1ID@aol.com.

Self-help weed control program — Department of
Defense regulations require pesticide applicators on
military installations to be certified. Units who wish
to participate in the Self-Help Weed Control Program
must have Soldiers trained in the proper handling,
transport and application of herbicides. Once an
individual is trained, the Directorate of Public Works
Environmental Division can issue the appropriate
products and equipment in order to treat weeds in turf
and rocked areas around their barracks, service and
administrative areas and motor pools.

Training sessions are held Wednesdays from
10-11 a.m. through the end of October at building
3708. Each unit may send up to five people for training
unless additional applicators are pre-approved
through the unit commander and the DPW
Environmental Division. Products and equipment may
be picked up and returned to building 3708 Mondays-
Fridays between the hours of 7:30 a.m. -noon.

To find out more about the Self-Help Weed
Control Program, call the Pest Control Facility at
526-5141. Housing area residents may contact the
GMH work order desk at 579-1605 for a complete list
of approved products. 

Behavioral health walk-in clinic — Soldiers can
walk into Psychology or Psychiatry without an
appointment Mondays-Fridays 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and
receive same-day treatment. The department of
behavioral health has also extended its hours of
operation to 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Joe Gmelch Wounded Warrior Welcome socials —
are held the third Thursday of each month at 3:30
p.m. at Alternate Escapes to recognize wounded
Soldiers who came home separate from their units
and did not participate in a welcome-home ceremony.
The next social is Thursday and all are welcome.

CGSC courses available locally — The U.S. Army
Command and General Staff College educates and
trains intermediate-level Army officers and intera-
gency leaders prepared to operate in full-spectrum
Army, joint, interagency and multinational operations
as field-grade commanders and staff officers. The
Intermediate Level Education core curriculum is
designed to satisfy the educational needs of all
active-component and reserve-component officers as
a result of the Army’s Officer Personnel Management
System 3 for promotion to lieutenant colonel.
Colorado Springs ILE class instructors: Lt. Col.
Winterfeld and Lt. Col. Johnson. Phase-1: (AT) June
15-June 30, San Antonio; Phase-2: (IDT) Oct. 1,
2008- May 1, 2009, Colorado Springs, Colorado/U.S.
Air Force Academy; Phase-3: (AT) June 1, 2009-
June 15, 2009, San Antonio. For further information
contact: mark.johnson@earthlink.net

New Medical Activity Detachment
Correspondence Department office hours —
The Correspondence (Release of Information)
Office in the Patient Administration Division has
new hours, Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.,
closed on federal holidays. Call 526-7322 or
526-7284 for more information.

$10,000 Reward — The U.S. Army’s Criminal
Investigative Division is offering a $10,000 reward
for information leading to the conviction of the person
responsible for the death of Joseph Eric Barker.
Barker, a former Soldier, was found dead at the
sewage basin of the Fort Carson waste water treatment
plant, Feb. 21, 2006. Anyone with information
concerning this crime should contact Fort Carson CID
at 526-3991 or the military police desk at 526-2333.

$5,000 reward — The U.S. Army’s Criminal

Investigative Division is offering a $5,000 reward for
information leading to the conviction of person(s)
responsible for the theft of an M-4 carbine, serial
number W156244, from the motor pool adjacent to
building 3292, Fort Carson, between 8 p.m., Oct. 30,
and 3:30 a.m. Oct. 31, 2007. Please provide any
information to the 41st and 48th MP Detachment,
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command,
building 1816, Fort Carson, CO 80913-4203. Call
526-0564/3991 with case Number 0318-07-CID056-
20360. All information will remain anonymous. This
reward expires Nov. 13, 2008.

Harmony in Motion — is looking for basses, tenors,
altos and sopranos. Singers have opportunities to
travel and perform for ceremonies and for military
and civilian guests. Interested active duty Army,
enlisted staff seargents and below, call 524-3618/
3619 to schedule an audition.

$500 Reward — The U.S. Army Criminal
Investigation Detachment is offering a $500 reward
for information leading to the apprehension and
conviction of the person(s) responsible for the
damage to U.S. government property and fires in
motor pool building 1882 on May 2. If you have
information about this or any crime, contact CID at
526-3991 or the Military Police desk at 526-2333.
The $500 reward offer expires May 11, 2008.

Officer Candidate School — Packet submissions
for direct select and local OCS Boards are handled by
the Personnel Actions Section, Personnel Services
Branch, Military Personnel Division, in building
1218, room 160. OCS direct selection is in effect
until Sept. 30, and there are still slots open. Contact
Tom Grady at 526-3947 for more information.

Finance in- and out-processing — In- and out-
processing is held in building 1218, room 230. Use
the following phone numbers for more information:
separations 526-8473/8476/1302; retirement 526-
4233/4234/8470; travel 526-9930/ 0507/0475;
accessions 526-8479/8236/ 4558; and chief of 
in- and out-processing 526-6230.

$5,000 Reward — The U.S. Army Criminal
Investigation Detachment is offering a $5,000 reward
for information leading to the apprehension and
conviction of the person(s) responsible for the fire at
4467 Ray Circle on post April 1, 2007. If you have
information about this or any crime, contact CID at
526-3991 or the Military Police desk at 526-2333.
The $5,000 reward offer expires Aug. 8, 2008.

The Wounded Soldier and Family Hotline —
accepts calls 24 hours a day, seven days a week at
(800) 984-8523. The call center offers wounded and
injured Soldiers and their Family members a way to
seek help to resolve medical issues and provides an
information channel to senior Army leadership to
improve the way the Army serves the medical needs
of Soldiers and their Families.

Food service special events — Family Readiness
Groups and units that conduct fundraisers by 
selling limited food items are required to fill out an
application and checklist for their event. Contact
Capt. Teal Reeves at 526-7922, or Sgt. Misty Gordon
at 526-7375 for details and a copy of the paperwork
needed. The application and checklist are also
available through unit Family Readiness Groups.

DPW services — The Directorate of Public Works is
responsible for a wide variety of services on Fort
Carson. Services range from repair and maintenance
of facilities to equipping units with a sweeper and
cleaning motor pools. Listed below are phone
numbers and points of contact for services:

• Facility repair/service orders — KIRA 
service order desk can be reached at 526-5345. Use
this number for emergencies or routine tasks.

• Refuse/trash — Call Larry Haack at 526-9237
when needing trash containers, trash is overflowing
or emergency service is required.

• Facility custodial services — Call Larry
Haack at 526-9237 for service needs or to report
complaints.

• Elevator maintenance — Call Sharon Gayle
at 526-1695.

• Motor pool sludge removal/disposal — Call
Don Phillips at 526-9271.

• Repair and utility/self-help — Call Gary

Grant at 526-5844. Use this number to obtain self-help
tools and equipment or a motorized sweeper.

• Base operations contract Contracting
Officer Representative — Call Terry Hagen at 526-9262
for reporting wind damage, snow removal concerns,
damaged traffic signs or other facility damage.

• Portable latrines — Call 526-1854 to
request latrines, for service or to report damaged or
overturned latrines.

Hours of Operation
Central Issue Facility regular business hours —
are listed below. Call 526-3321 to make appointments.

In-processing
Monday-Thursday from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Initial issues
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial issues
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.
Cash sales/report of survey
Monday-Thursday from 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Direct exchange
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial turn-ins
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.
Full turn-ins
Monday-Thursday 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Unit issues and turn-ins
Call 526-5512/6477 for approval.

Trial defense service hours — TDS hours of
operation are Mondays-Thursdays from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
TDS is closed on Fridays except for appointments
and emergencies. Administrative chapters and Article
15 briefings are held Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1
p.m., and walk-ins are taken until 12:50 p.m at
building 6255, 526-5572.

Claims Division hours — are Mondays-Fridays 9
a.m.-noon and 1 p.m.-4 p.m. The office is closed on
federal and training holidays. Soldiers must attend a
mandatory briefing before receiving a claim packet.
At the briefing, Soldiers must submit a Department
of Defense Form 1840/1840R (pink form), at
building 6285, 526-1355.

DFAC hours — Fort Carson dining facilities operate
under the following hours:

• Striker’s Café — Monday-Friday 7-9 a.m.
(breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30
p.m. (dinner). Weekend hours are 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
(brunch) and 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).

• Wolf Inn — Monday-Friday 7-9 a.m. (break-
fast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m.
(dinner). Weekend hours are 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
(brunch), and 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).

• 10th SFG — Monday-Friday 7-9 a.m. (break-
fast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m.
Closed on weekends.

Legal Assistance hours — Operating hours for the
Legal Assistance Office, building 6285 are Monday
and Thursday 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m. (appointments only)
and 1 p.m.-3:30 p.m. (walk-ins), Tuesday 9 a.m.-3
p.m. (wills by appointment only) Wednesday 9:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m. (appointments only) and Friday 9
a.m.-4 p.m. (power of attorney and notaries only).
The office will be closed for lunch from 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Call 526-5572 with questions.

Education Center hours of operation — The
Mountain Post Training and Education Center,
building 1117, 526-2124, hours are as follows:

• Counselor Support Center — Monday
through Thursday 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and Friday, 11
a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

• Learning Resource Center/Military Occu-
pational Specialty Library — Monday through
Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; and training holidays 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

• Defense Activity for Nontraditional
Education Support and Army Personnel Testing
— Monday-Friday 7:30-11:30 a.m. and 12:15-4:15
p.m.; closed training holidays.

• Basic Skills Education Program/Functional
Academic Skills Training — Monday-Thursday 
1-4 p.m.; closed training holidays.

• eArmyU Testing — Monday-Friday, 12:15-
4:15 p.m.; closed training holidays.



Military 7April 10, 2008 — MOUNTAINEER

story hit home among those in attendance
because he and his wife personally know
the feeling of loss. The Grahams had three
children, two sons and a daughter. They had
lost one son to suicide. A few months later,
they lost another. 2nd Lt. Jeffrey Graham
was killed in Iraq by an improvised
explosive device on his first deployment.

Graham showed video clips of the
television news reports of Jeffrey’s death
and the reaction of the local community
where they lived. After the video clip,
Graham spoke about the feelings he and
his wife had as parents that had just lost
two sons. 

“We became members of a club we
did not want to join,” said Graham. He
spoke of the struggles they had faced, and
in many ways, still do. He spoke of a
renewed commitment to his Family and
his Army Family in standing behind his
Soldiers to help them as they return from
war with physical wounds and wounds
that could not be seen. 

After Graham finished speaking, a
microphone was passed around the room
and every survivor was given the chance to
speak about those they had lost. While the
names and statistics changed, the common
thread of life and death remained.

Shortly after introductions were
made, the audience paired down into
small groups for the counseling to begin.
During this time survivors shared their
stories in greater detail with trained

facilitators and small groups and came
together to share in each other’s grief.

“TAPS brings all these Families
together so they know they’re not alone,”
said Carroll.

Throughout the day, there were times
to take breaks and just relax. Harmony in
Motion performed during the lunch
break and Wally, the therapy dog, made
his rounds.

“TAPS does its part to bring together
survivors so that they are not alone, and
they have a network of accountability,
comfort and care that they can rely on for
the rest of their lives,” said Carroll.

In another area, children were taking
part in a “Good Grief ” camp, talking with
counselors and volunteers. There were
various activities designed to give the
children an outlet for their own emotions.
The children capped off their day with a
balloon launch. Each balloon had been
prepared with personal notes addressed to
the loved one they had lost.

The TAPS program lasted into the
early evening, with intense discussion
and grief counseling resulting in a bonding
experience between survivors. The
shock and pain of losing a loved one
can often lead to eating or sleep disorders,
or substance abuse, deep depression and
even thoughts of suicide.

“Everyone deals with grief in their
own way,” Carroll said

To learn more about TAPS and
other programs, go online and log in to
www.taps.org.

See TAPS from page 1

Holding a football her father gave her, a child writes a message to put on her
balloon during the TAPS "Good Grief" camp.



Story and photos by Pfc. David Edwards
4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Public Affairs Office

Members of the 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry
Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, remembered their fellow
Soldier and friend during a memorial service for Spc. Manuel A.
Villarreal Jr. April 2 and the Soldiers Memorial Chapel on Fort Carson.
Villarreal was killed in a car accident while home visiting his Family in
Del Rio, Texas, March 12.

Villarreal had just returned from a combat tour in Ar Ramadi, Iraq.
While there, he was awarded the Army Commendation Medal with Valor
Device for his actions on Feb. 17, 2007. During a f irefight with
insurgents, an M-250 caliber machine gun on Villarreal’s vehicle
malfunctioned. Without thinking twice, Villarreal and his non-
commissioned officer climbed on top of the vehicle and, under
direct fire, fixed the malfunction. With the weapon fixed, Villarreal
was able to re-enter the vehicle and continue fighting.

Among those speaking at Villarreal’s memorial was Lt. Col.
Charles P. Ferry, 1-9 Reg. commander. “It is devastating to lose him to
an accident like this after he just made it through a difficult combat
tour,” Ferry said. “Tragic events like this should remind all of us who
have just returned from battle, we are not invulnerable to daily risks and
dangers of everyday life here in the U.S.”

Spc. Edward S. Johnson said of Villarreal, “He was a rock you
could stand upon, a true friend. That was his character.”

Other speakers included Villarreal’s Company Commander Capt.
James K. Gadoury, Staff Sgt. Donald A. Williams and Spc. Stephen
M. Scarlett, who referred to Villarreal as a brother.

Military8 MOUNTAINEER — April 10, 2008

Carson
remembers
fallen Soldier

Spc. Manuel A. Villarreal Jr.
Feb. 5, 1987 - Mar. 12, 2008

Above: Coins were placed next to the
stand holding Villarreal’s boots and helmet.
Left: Members of the funeral detail line
up to fire their weapons during the
memorial for Spc. Manuel Villarreal Jr.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 11am-9:30pm

Friday 11am-10pm

Saturday 12 noon -10pm

Sunday 4pm -9pm

China Doll

Restaurant

We Deliver To Ft. Carson Mon. - Sat.

10% Discount with coupon

All You Can Eat Lunch Buffet  - Mon-Fri (11am-2pm)

579-8822 or 579-8833

3629 Star Ranch Rd.

(Delivery, Carryout, Dine-In Only)

*FREE Delivery - 4 Mile Radius

(Minimum $15 Order)

Open 7 Days a Week
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Story and photo by 
Spc. Courtney E. Marulli
4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, Public Affairs Office

Working on cars is a favorite pastime
for many people, but restoring authentic
military vehicles is a passion for one
noncommissioned officer who is an
amateur military historian and collector.

Sgt. 1st Class Eric D. Radecki,
operations noncommissioned officer in
charge for 4th Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division, is restoring a
1957 jeep M1-70 ambulance.

“I’m expanding my collection to
bigger toys,” Radecki said.

Radecki’s collection primarily con-
sists of U.S. World War II memorabilia.
“I have enough stuff to completely
outfit an entire squad of World War II
Soldiers,” he said.

His collection includes a few
pieces from other eras, but World War
II is Radecki’s passion. He has been
collecting since he was 12.

“I have always been interested in
military stuff,” he said. “I grew up 
in an Air Force town and I saw 
B-52 bombers.”

Radecki’s interest in the military
prompted him to join the Army and the
stability and advancement prompted
him to make it a career.

“I always liked playing “GI Joe”
and wanted to get paid for it,” he said.

The 1957 jeep M1-70 ambulance is
the latest piece in the collection along
with a 1950 M38 Willys jeep.

The ambulance is in better condition,
so Radecki is working on it first. “I want
it restored to the original military specifi-
cations of the time period,” he said.

Some people turn old Army jeeps
into off-road vehicles, but not Radecki,
who considers the vehicle a classic, like
a 1957 Chevrolet. “They make good
rock crawlers, sure, but you’re taking
something away from history,” he said.

The 1957 M1-70 is the rarest
production jeep, Radecki said, as only
4,150 were ever manufactured.

“And there is believed to be less
than 500 left in existence,” he said.

Radecki knows about history but his
interests don’t lie with what generals
did, but with the daily activities of the
average Soldier.

“It’s the little things about the
average Soldier that makes war
interesting,” he said. 

The details of what Soldiers used
to carry in their rucksacks or use in the
field are the details that are sometimes
lost to history.

The little details are something
Radecki is paying close attention to
while restoring the ambulance. Radecki

said he ordered new parts for the
vehicle, but the parts were originally
packaged back in the 1950s and haven’t
been opened until now. The integrity of
keeping the jeep authentic hasn't been
too much of a challenge so far.

Once the jeep is fully restored,
Radecki said he will most likely use it
in Veterans Day parades.

The other items in his World War II
collection have been used for several
events to include parades and displays
for dignitaries, military balls and
special events.

“I used to do it for anybody,’Radecki
said. “But people would misuse the
equipment. Now I don’t let the units use

the equipment, but I'll do displays.”
Over the years, Radecki has met

veterans from many wars. He said
veterans enjoy seeing their war and
their story put on display for others to
learn from.

“It’s important to pass on to future
Soldiers the sacrifices of what older
Soldiers went through,” he said. “It’s part
of the heritage of being in the Army.”

Veterans are pleased to see their
service being remembered, Radecki
said, and talking to them is the best way
to gain knowledge and a firsthand
experience about past wars and conflicts.
“When I retire,” Radecki said, “I would
like to do more.”

Restored jeep a piece of history

Sgt. 1st Class 
Eric D. Radecki, 
the operations 
noncommissioned
officer in charge
for 4th Brigade
Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division,
stands by a 1957
jeep M1-70 ambu-
lance. Radecki, an 
amateur military
historian and col-
lector, is restoring
the vehicle.
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by Sgt. Rodney Foliente
2nd Brigade Combat Team Public
Affairs Office, 4th Infantry Division

Four Soldiers from 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,
were on the 12-person Fort Carson
team that took the Installation of the
Year Award at the 33rd Annual U.S.
Army Culinary Arts Competition at
Fort Lee, Va., March 1-14.

This was the first time Fort Carson
took the prestigious trophy, along with
26 medals (eight gold, 11 silver, seven
bronze) — the most the post has ever
won in one competition — and four
other trophies.

“The competition and the judges
were pretty tough,” said Sgt. Steven
Behr, food service noncommissioned
officer with the 2nd BCT’s Warhorse
Dining Facility. He said the Soldiers
had to compete in more than 40 culinary
categories against approximately 160
cooks representing all of the U.S.
Armed Forces from all over the world.

This was the first time the com-
petition was open to all Armed Forces
servicemembers.

With competitions in field cooking,
ice carving, individual and team
challenges, the Fort Carson Soldiers
warred against other servicemembers
with fanciful appetizers, artful entrees

and decadent desserts. 
For the buffet-table competition,

which was open for public viewing, the
Fort Carson team produced a Western
theme, with their food displayed
around a life-size milk chocolate
lounging cowboy and a white chocolate
woman resting beneath her parasol.

“The whole experience was
intense,” recalled Spc. David Luerssen,

food service specialist with the
Warhorse DFAC and first-time entrant
in the competition. “It was hard work,
long hours and extremely competitive.”

Proving themselves to so many
other chefs and winning the prestigious
award filled the team with pride, said
Behr, who has competed five times
with Fort Carson at the annual event.

“It’s an amazing and ecstatic

feeling. We worked great as a team and
constantly practiced. The motivation and
enthusiasm was great and made winning
first place even better,” said Behr.

“I learned a lot from the team,” said
Luerssen. He said he honed a lot of
basic skills and learned a lot of the finer
culinary skills, from the preparation all
the way through presentation of food.

The two Soldiers also placed a
great deal of praise and thanks upon the
team manager, Chief Warrant Officer
David Longstaff, certified executive
chef for Fort Carson.

They said that this type of compe-
tition and training leading up to it,
helped them excel at their skills;
transforming cooking into an art form.

“It gives me greater experience to
become a certified master chef one
day,” said Behr. 

Luerssen, who won junior chef of
2007 for Fort Carson, is currently
working on his culinary certification and
aspires to continue to master chef status.

Both Soldiers encourage other
cooks to take advantage of the free
training, education and certification
that the Army offers them.

The culinary training transfers to
college credit and cooks can get
certified while in the Army, which
can be an expensive process as a
civilian, added Behr.

2-4th Soldiers part of winning culinary team

Photo by Spc. David Luerssen

Fort Carson’s culinary team displays its food with a Western theme during the
buffet-table competition at the 33rd Annual U.S. Army Culinary Arts Competition
held at Fort Lee, Va., March 11. The displays were open to the public March 12-13.
After a two-week battle, the Fort Carson team won Installation of the Year, competing
with more than 160 other servicemembers.
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Story and photos by James H. Egbert
Mountaineer staff

In fly fishing, “tying one on”, takes on a new
definition with Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing,
Inc., a 100 percent volunteer, nonprofit organization
serving Soldiers who have been wounded, injured 
or disabled. The group aids their physical and 
emotional recovery by introducing or rebuilding the
skills of fly-fishing and 
fly tying, by using and
enjoying these skills on
fishing outings and as 
lifelong recreation. 

Sgt. Dennis Kline,
who was wounded Sept.
11, 2006 ,in Iraq and is
now a left hand amputee, is
responsible for introducing
Project Healing Waters Fly

Fishing to the Fort Carson community. During his
recovery at Walter Reed Army Hospital, Washington
D.C., Kline, an avid outdoorsman was introduced 
to the organization as a part of his recovery. 

“For the longest time, I didn’t have any 
intentions of getting into fishing again, as I used 
to bass fish a lot before I went to Iraq. One of 
my roommates, Capt. Abem Forsyth, kept telling
me I should check out this program. Finally I went

and there was something about the
class and the interaction with others
who all had the same interests as I
did,” said Kline.

Project Healing Waters Fly
Fishing’s program provides basic 
fly-fishing, fly casting and fly tying

classes and clinics for the wounded and injured
Soldiers, ranging from beginners to those with prior
fly-fishing and tying experience who are adapting
their skills to their new abilities.

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing’s training
and educational activities are designed to ignite 
or rekindle the participants’ appreciation and 
enthusiasm for a wide variety of fly-fishing outings.
While most of these fishing trips are conducted
within a half-day’s travel from a hospital, the 
project actively seeks opportunities to offer outings
in quality fishing sites across the county.

“It’s given me peace of mind, relaxed me and
put me in touch with my spiritual side. After my
injury, I dealt with depression amongst other
things, but this program has helped me in dealing

with it,” said Kline.
The trips, near

and far, are provided
at no cost to the 
participants. Project
Healing Waters 
Fly Fishing relies 
on Federation of 
Fly Fishers, Trout
Unlimited and 
independent 
fly-fishing clubs to
conduct the program
at the Department 
of Defense and
Department of
Veterans Affairs 
hospitals across 
the nation. 

The volunteer
staff and outing
leaders include 
professional 
educators and 
fishing guides as
well as experienced

fly-fishers, all of whom
donate their time and
knowledge to support the
project participants. Other
volunteers help meet the
educational, equipment,
outings, training and 
transportation needs.

Project Healing Waters
Fly Fishing at Fort Carson 
is currently geared to the
Soldiers of the Warrior
Transition Unit, but in time
will be opened up to be more
inclusive to disabled vets and
retirees, once the project grows
enough to handle the load. 

To learn more about
Project Healing Waters 
Fly Fishing, go online and
logon to www.project
healingwaters.org.

Project Healing Waters
Fly Fishing is just one of
the first of such outdoor
programs catering to the
wounded warriors. Kline
already has plans to add on
hiking, hunting, photography
and other outdoor programs.

Tying one on

Takes on a new definition

Instructor John Hordin, left, assists Sgt. Ben Green work with his first fly, pictured above right.

Sgt. Dennis Kline, a left 
hand amputee is responsible for

introducing Project Healing Waters
Fly Fishing to the Fort Carson

Community. During his recovery at
Walter Reed Army Hospital,

Washington D.C., Kline, an avid 
outdoorsman, was introduced to the

organization as a part of his recovery.
Inset: Fly tying requires intricate

work and attention to detail.
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by Chris Zimmerman
Fort Carson Wildlife Office

Springtime is here and Fort
Carson reservoirs are being
stocked for fishing season. 

Each year between March
and September, Fort Carson
usually stocks approximately
1,200 pounds of rainbow trout
once or twice a month. There
are five lakes active on the
installation and each is teeming
with fish. A sizable shipment 
of channel catfish is due to
arrive in May. 

In addition to the trout 
and catfish, the lakes have 
self-sustaining populations of
bass, crappie and bluegill. 

Townsend Reservoir is 
currently the largest lake. The
reservoir is spring fed, covers 10
surface acres and is about 42 feet
deep at the dam. Haymes, Small
Bird, Northside and Womack
Reservoirs are smaller, averaging
about 14 feet deep and are fed 
by run-off from the south face of
Cheyenne Mountain. 

The lakes are southwest of
Butts Army Airfield adjacent to

Route 4. Except when supporting
military training activities, all 
are open to the public, so people
do not need a range pass to 
fish there. 

Keep in mind, to fish on Fort
Carson, people do, however, need
to have a Colorado state fishing
license and an installation permit
obtained from the Outdoor
Recreation Center, building
2429, off Specker Avenue. The
money collected from permit
sales stays here on Fort Carson
and is used to improve wildlife
habitat and to help defray 
the costs of fish stocking.

The daily bag limits set 
by the Colorado Division of
Wildlife also apply on Fort
Carson. Using minnows as bait
and transferring fish between
reservoirs is prohibited. 

To maintain the pristine 
condition of the reservoirs, only
hand- or electric-powered boats
are allowed. When on the water,
life jackets are mandatory.

For more information on
hunting and fishing opportunities
at Fort Carson, call the Wildlife
Office at 524-5394 or 524-5356.

Fishing season begins at Carson reservoirs

Photo by Michael J. Pach

U.S Fish and Wildlife Biological Science Technician Tracy Perfors dumps a net full of rainbow
trout into Womack Reservoir in 2007.

Find your perfect car.

Our Mission
is to provide our growing community with 
the highest quality automotive solutions 
possible from purchase to service.

We Will
treat every customer and team member with 
respect and integrity to achieve a positive, 
supportive and productive environment.

You’ve
made a commitment to our country.

DODCARS.COM

We’ve
made a commitment to your family.

1-888-876-7604
7455 Test Dr.
Colorado Springs
CO 80918
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Miscellaneous

Military Spouse Appreciation Day — is a 
free day of hair cuts, massage, fashion show, lunch,
crafts and more. It will be held at the Armed Services
YMCA, 2190 Jet Wing Drive (next to Sierra High
School) in Colorado Springs, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
For more information, call 622-9622. Free childcare
will be available.
Fort Carson Middle School fund raiser — will be
held at the Outback Steakhouse, 2825 Geyser Dr.,
southern location across from Tinseltown. A lunch is
being served by the students April 19 from 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., with all proceeds going back to the
school. Tickets are being sold for $10 at the school
and cash and checks are being accepted. For more
information, call 382-1610.
3rd Annual Fort Carson Baby Shower — join in
celebrating the newest arrivals to the armed forces
Family. Demonstrations, games, trivia and prizes.
Everyone leaves a winner. The shower will be 
at the Special Events Center, at a new time 
of 9 a.m.-2 p.m. May 9. The event is sponsored 
by Evans Army Community Hospital Obstetric 
and Gynecology Department.
Gate closure — Gate 2 (O’Connell Boulevard. 
and Colorado Highway 115) will be closed for 
construction. This is the first step in installation of
an automated access control system called Mountain
Post Express. Gate 2 will be closed until May 19. 
It is recommended that people use Gates 1 and 5 
to access the installation. Please anticipate additional
delays at other gates during construction.
Motorcycle safety courses — All active-duty
Soldiers are required to complete a Motorcycle
Safety Course to ride a motorcycle anywhere, 
anytime, on or off post. Basic Rider Course is for
those who have never ridden or have minimal 
experience. For a schedule or to register visit:
www.motorcycletrainingacademy.com or call 
380-1448. The experienced rider course is for 
those who have completed the basic course, have
their own motorcycle and want additional
training/refresher course. Questions can be 
directed to Kent Sundgren, lead instructor 
at 526-8045 or ksundgren@capefoxit.com.
Abandoned Vehicles — The Fort Carson Provost
Marshal’s Office Traffic Section has initiated a 
vigorous campaign to rid Fort Carson of the 
abandoned vehicle problem. The PMO will 
continue to pursue this campaign until the problem
is minimized or eliminated.

In accordance with Fort Carson Regulation 
210-4, Fort Carson Regulation 190-5, and Criminal
Code 18-4-509, it is unlawful to abandon a 
motor vehicle and or personal recreational property
on the installation. A motor vehicle left unattended
or unmoved upon a street, highway, right of 
way or parking lot for more than seven days is 
considered an abandoned vehicle; failure to display
current license plates or identification; or has been
damaged or deteriorated so extensively that it 
has value only for junk or salvage. All personal 
trailers and recreational vehicles must be stored 
with the Morale, Welfare and Recreation facilities
while on Fort Carson. Once a vehicle has been 
identified in violation of one of the above 
categories, a notification form FC 1094 will be
issued. After 72 hours of the violation notice, the
property will be seized and stored at the owner’s
expense. After 120 days, the vehicle/property 
will be disposed of in accordance with state 
law. Any questions regarding policies and/or 
procedures should be directed to the Fort 
Carson Office of the Provost Marshal Traffic
Section at 526-1770.

Disposition: Checker Towing (contracted) 
for disposing of abandon vehicles.

Fees: $75 hook up 
$25 tow fee
$20 a day storage. After 120 days,

Checker Towing will dispose of the vehicle in 
accordance with state law.
Fabulous Spouses Social Group — is a group for
the spouses of Soldiers who suffer from traumatic
brain injury and post traumatic stress disorder. The
social group has activities such as getting massages,
having coffee, taking bike rides and hiking.

Meetings are held at Healer Chapel at Evans Army
Community Hospital, the second Wednesday of 
each month from 4:30-5 p.m. or 6 p.m. For more
information contact Jackie Skinner at 261-1011.
Operation Purple Camp — The National Military
Family Association announced recently that Airman
and Family Readiness Center at Peterson Air Force
Base and Outer Edge Performance were chosen to
host a Operation Purple Summer Camp in 2008.
Peterson’s Operation Purple Camp for 7-to-11-year-
olds is July 6-11 at Snow Mountain Ranch in 
Winter Park. Outer Edge Performance camps are 
for 10-to-17-year-olds and will be held in Larkspur
at Ponderosa Conference Center June 2-8, June 
14-20 and June 29-July 5.

Applications will only be accepted online. 
Sign-up at www.operationpurple.org to receive 
e-mail notices and camp updates. Each camp is open
to children of servicemembers of any branch of 
service, active duty, National Guard or Reserve, as
well as children of members of the Commissioned
Corps of the Public Health Service and National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

Camps are free to all eligible children, thanks to 
a partnership with the Sierra Club Foundation and 
support from the Michael and Susan Dell Foundation. 

If you would like to volunteer at an Operation
Purple Camp or for additional information, contact
Tracie Modrell at tracie.modrell@us.army.mil
or 719-282-8351.
Creative movement class — School District 8 
and the city of Colorado Springs Therapeutic
Recreation Program is sponsoring a series of 
classes designed to enhance your child’s creative
thinking and imagination. This program series
designed for children 1-2 years old with and without
disabilities. The program includes movement to
music, cooperative play, sensory integration and 
perceptual motor activities. Parents/guardians are
encouraged to attend with their children and 
siblings are welcome. Classes with be held 9:30-
10:30 a.m. Wednesdays, in the staff development
room at the Lorraine Education and Community
Center, 301 E. Iowa Ave., Fountain. The fee for 
the five-week program is $36. To register, pick up 
a registration form at any School District 8 school.
For more information, contact Felicia Barnhart at
385-6964 or fbarnhart@springsgov.com. 
Claims against the estate —With deepest regrets to
the family of Pvt. Tommie Jones, deceased. Anyone
having claims against or indebtedness to his estate
should contact Capt. Charissa Delp, 524-1326.
Claims against the estate —With deepest regrets 
to the family of Staff Sgt. Lee A. Brooks, deceased.
Anyone having claims against or indebtedness to his
estate should contact Capt. Timothy Kely, 524-0666.
Claims against the estate —With deepest 
regrets to the family of Pvt. Vincent Trujillo,
deceased. Anyone having claims against or 
indebtedness to his estate should contact Capt.
Chaun Fogarty, 524-4798.
Claims against the estate —With deepest regrets to
the family of Staff Sgt. Michael Elledge, deceased.
Anyone having claims against or indebtedness to his
estate should contact Capt. Amanda Slack, 439-5704.
Claims against the estate —With deepest regrets 
to the family of Spc. Manuel Arturo Villarreal Jr.,
deceased. Anyone having claims against or 
indebtedness to his estate should contact 2nd 
Lt. Jeffrey Y. Hagio, 482-5660.
Claims against the estate —With deepest regrets 
to the family of Sgt. Christopher Simpson, deceased.
Anyone having claims against or indebtedness to 
his estate should contact Capt. Gordon W. 
Pomeroy, 439-5513.
Fountain-Fort Carson School District — has
openings for food delivery drivers and food 
service workers. Call Dawn at 382-1334.
Donated annual leave needed for Fort Carson
civilian employees — Lou Ann Armstrong,
Garrison Resource Management; Helen Crow,
Bureau of Land Management; Carl DeFranco,
Michelle Bower, Derrick Richeson, Space and
Missile Defense Command; May Harris, Army
Community Service; Mary Gomez, Jennifer
Mullins, Craig Daniels, Military Personnel
Department; Marcus Boyd, Directorate of Morale,

Welfare and Recreation; Joahnna Burda, Division
West; Danette Wyatt, Directorate of Morale, Welfare
and Recreation, Child and Youth Services, and
Michael Welsh, Directorate of Logistics had medical
emergencies and have exhausted all available leave. 

Armstrong, Crow, Harris, Bower, DeFranco,
Burda, Gomez, Mullins, Daniels, Wyatt, Boyd,
Richeson, Welsh and Wyatt have been accepted 
in the Voluntary Leave Transfer Program. To 
donate annual leave, call or e-mail Garrison
Resource Management, at 526-1841/39 or 
lisa.hurtado1@us.army.mil to obtain form 
OF-630A, “Request to Donate Annual Leave.”
Hurtado’s fax number is 526-3054.
Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo Scholarship 
applications — As a part of the Annual Pikes 
Peak or Bust Rodeo Parade held in July, Aleut
Management Services, in coordination with the
Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce Military
Affairs Division, sponsors scholarships awarded to
deserving Family members of U.S. servicemembers
killed or wounded in action while in a designated
combat zone. The applicant must be accepted to 
an accredited college or university or a current 
college student. Applicants must be committed to
attend during the 2007-2008 academic year.
Students who have already been selected for full
scholarships that will be awarded during the 
2008-2009 academic year or have been selected to
attend a Military Service Academy are not eligible. 

All applications must be postmarked no 
later than April 30. Send applications to: Military
Affairs Council, Attention: Rodeo Parade
Scholarship Committee, Colorado Springs 
Chamber of Commerce, 6 S. Tejon, Ste. 700,
Colorado Springs, CO 80903.

For more information, contact Brian Binn at
575-4325 or e-mail brian@cscc.org or the Pikes
Peak or Bust Rodeo Parade Event Manager, 
Brenda Carender, at 262-7160 or e-mail
brenda.carender@aleutmgt.com.
Cub Scout Pack 264 on Fort Carson — offers
activities for boys in the first-fifth grades, including
sports and academics that help families teach ideals
such as honesty, good citizenship and respect.

For information on joining Pack 264 contact Cindy
Mathis at 559-8886 or cubscouts264@yahoo.com.
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Commentary by Chap. 
(Maj.) Daniel Middlebrooks
10th Combat Support Hospital

I opened my wallet and started to pull out the
items that were crammed into it. I put the receipts on
the table, along with the pieces of paper with phone
numbers, one dollar and a small piece of cloth.
Whereas the receipts will be logged and thrown away,
the phone calls made and the last dollar spent, the
small piece of cloth will remain in my wallet. 

Before I explain the cloth, allow me to step back
into time to describe a dinner. It is not with my
Family nor my friends, peers or
staff. It is a special one held at
Passover in Jerusalem. The
Last Supper, as it has been
called in scripture and
paintings, allowed Jesus
to gather with his 
disciples for one last
time together. Amidst
the aroma of roasted
lamb and the discussions
of the disciples, the young
rabbi rises and does
something extremely
out of the ordinary. 

Although his rising
may not have caught the
attention of the crowd at
the table, what he did
after rising drew their eyes and 

questions. Jesus took off the outer robe and picked
up the small basin of water and a towel. The 
disciples did not know what was going on until
Jesus came to Peter, and began to wash his feet. 
You probably could have heard a pin drop. Here the
master was performing the task of a servant. 

The men, like us, probably wondered why Jesus
would perform such a menial task. “Isn’t this a 
bit unnecessary for him to do? Is there not someone
in the other room that could come in and do this?”
Even after Jesus explained why he did it, it is 
interesting that no one bothered to wash Jesus’ feet
nor did anyone move to help him wash the feet 
of others. This begs a question for me, “What 
does it mean to really serve others?” 

During my Multi-National Force and Observers
Sinai deployment, I had the wonderful honor of 
conducting a “Servant-thank you” service. I was 

surrounded by many great men who assisted 
me in ways that go beyond words of thanks

and praise. How did I thank them? 
I washed their feet. It was the 

most moving service we ever 
had in the camp. 

Some people attending
were those who did not come
to church on a regular basis
and I could see the questions
in their eyes when I asked

them to take off their 
boots. One major, a hard-
charging engineer, had
tears running down his

face during the washing of his feet. It was, indeed, 
a holy time for all of us.

Why do we wash the feet of others? Why do 
we serve others? Both are answered in the example
of Jesus. If he, the Lord of Lords and King of
Kings, was willing to humble himself to serve, 
can I do any less? This leads me back to the small
piece of cloth in my wallet. 

During a men’s breakfast at Turkey Creek Baptist
Church in Plant City, Fla., my home church, I 
challenged the men to redefine what it means to 
serve Christ in humility. With that challenge, I gave
each man a small piece of cloth cut from the towel
draped over a water basin. I keep my piece of cloth in
my wallet to remind me each day to find someone 
to serve. I have learned that I am able to “wash a 
person’s feet” but just meeting them at their point of
need. It can be as simple as holding a door, providing
directions, sending a card or hundreds of other ways. 

I am also reminded that Jesus washed everyone’s
feet, including the one who would betray him, 
Judas. Serving others is not based on what they do
for us or to us as it is on what Christ did for us. 
True service, although impacting the lives of others,
is really for an audience of one — Christ. 

The challenge for those men and me is the same
challenge I put to you at Fort Carson. Cut a small
piece of cloth and put it in your wallet, your purse
or somewhere where it will become a daily reminder
to “wash someone’s feet” with an act of kindness. 

Remember, kindness is a special type of 
service that the blind can see and the deaf can 
hear. Do you have your scissors ready?

Remember acts of kindness

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT CAR INSURANCE, CALL ONE OF THESE AGENTS BELOW:

Talk to someone who understands your 

needs and will be there for you with a 

variety of discounts. It’s no accident more 

people trust State Farm to insure their 

cars. Talk to your neighborhood State 

Farm Agent today. 

Discount 

R A T E S
without discount

S E R V I C E .

P040037 12/04

Lee Ann Moore, Agent,  CLU CASL
3649 Star Ranch Road

Colorado Springs, CO 80906-5980
Bus: 719-540-9520

lee.a.moore.ccp7@statefarm.com

John Parlapiano, Agent
6873 Mesa Ridge Parkway
Fountain, CO 80817-1544

Bus: 719-390-6100
john.parlapiano.pgpd@statefarm.com

Jim Rodney, Agent,  CASL CLU CPCU
1825 Main St

Security, CO 80911-1100
Bus: 719-392-7366

jim.rodney.pgo5@statefarm.com

Now serving Fort Carson from 3 locations.
leeannmoore.net

john@johnparlapiano.com jr@jimrodney.com

A GREAT time
  for a GREAT cause!

Attend a Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation banquet, where fun and

fundraising combine for a
 memorable evening.

Date: Saturday, April 26, 2008

Time: Doors open at 4 pm

Place: Phil Long Expo Center

Ticket Information: 719-495-2583

Fort Carson, Colorado   •   www.carson.army.mil
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Chapel Schedule

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Day Time Service Chapel Location Contact Person
Mon., Wed., Fri. noon Mass Healer Evans Army Hospital Fr. Gagliardo/526-7412
Tues., Thurs. noon Mass Soldiers’ Nelson & Martinez Chap. Coe/526-5769
Saturday 5 p.m. Mass Soldiers’ Nelson & Martinez Chap. Coe/526-5769
Sunday 9:15 a.m. Mass Soldiers’ Nelson & Martinez Chap. Coe/526-5769
Sunday 10:30 a.m. CRE Soldiers’ Nelson & Martinez Pat Treacy/524-2458
Sunday 11 a.m. Mass Healer Evans Army Hospital Fr. Gagliardo/576-7412
Tuesday 6:30 p.m. RCIA Soldiers’ Nelson & Martinez Pat Treacy/524-2458
Saturday 4 p.m. Reconciliation Soldiers’ Nelson & Martinez Chap. Coe/526-5769

PROTESTANT
Sunday 9 a.m. Protestant Healer Evans Army Hospital Chap. Pollok/526-7387
Sunday 9 a.m. Protestant Communion Provider Barkeley & Ellis Chap. Mitchell/650-8042
Sunday 11 a.m. Protestant Soldiers’ Nelson & Martinez Chap. Pies/526-8011
Sunday 11 a.m. Protestant/Gospel Provider Barkeley & Ellis Chap. McBride/526-0478
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School Provider Barkeley & Ellis Chap. McBride/526-0478
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School Soldiers’ Nelson & Martinez Pat Treacy/524-2458 
Tuesday 9 a.m. PWOC Soldiers’ Nelson & Martinez Chap. Pies/526-8011
Tuesday 6 p.m. Adult Bible Study Soldiers' Nelson & Martinez Mr. Love/526-5229
Sunday 11 a.m. Contemporary Veterans Magrath & Titus Chap. Lesh/526-8890
Tuesday 7 p.m. Youth ministry Soldiers’ Nelson & Martinez Pat Treacy/524-2458

JEWISH
For information and a schedule of Jewish Sabbath services, call the U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet Chapel at 333-2636. 

WICCA
Monday 7 p.m. Building 4800, corner of Harr and O’Connell Rhonda Helfrich/338-9464B

NATIVE AMERICAN SWEAT LODGE
Native American sweat lodge ceremonies (He Ska Akicita Inipi) are offered to military dependents and Department of Defense personnel. These lodges are traditional
Lakota spiritual ceremonies for cleansing, purification and prayer, and are fully sanctioned and supported by the Fort Carson Chaplain Command. Please call the
following for information and directions: Charlie Erwin at 382-8177 or erwincl@msn.com; or Zoe Goodblanket at 442-0929. 

Daily Bible readings: To assist in regular Scripture reading, the 
following Scriptures are recommended. These Scriptures are part 
of the common daily lectionary, which is designed to present the
entire Bible over a three-year cycle.

Chapel

Military Council of Catholic Women — is a
group of Catholic women that meets weekly to 
provide spiritually enriching programs that enable
women to minister to one another while serving as 
a vital enhancement of the religious support mission 
of Army chaplains and chapels. 

The group meets at Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel 
the first Friday of the month from 9-11:30 a.m. for
devotions and a chapel project; on the second and third
Thursdays, 9-11:30 a.m. for Bible study and on the
fourth Thursday of the month from 9-11:30 a.m. for
“Mary’s Mommies,” an outreach to mothers and 
children under the age of 6. Child care provided, if
needed; contact Tana Caballero at 886-4360.

PWOC — Protestant Women of the Chapel is a
group of women that meets weekly at Fort Carson. 
All women in the chapel community and vicinity 
are welcome. Bible studies, praise, worship and 
encouragement are offered. The group meets Tuesdays
from 9 a.m.-11:30 a.m. at Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel.
For more information about this group, please call
Jennifer Hinz at 559-5103. Free child care is provided
by Child and Youth Services. Please contact Liana
Henkel at 559-8792 with questions about child care.

Vacation Bible School — will be June 16-20, in
Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel, from 8:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to help children learn through
fun, song, adventure, drama and games how much 
God loves them; call Pat Treacy, 524-2458 or Amy
West, 393-1390, amywest43@msn.com.

Today — Psalms 119:25-32, 1 Corinthians 12-14
Friday — Psalms 119:33-40, 1 Corinthians 15-16
Saturday — Psalms 119:41-48, 2 Corinthians 1-4
Sunday — Psalms 119:49-56, 2 Corinthians 5-7
Monday — Psalm 119:57-64, 2 Corinthians 8-10
Tuesday — Psalm 119:65-72, 2 Corinthians 11-13
Wednesday — Psalms 119:73-80, Galatians 1-3
Thursday — Psalms 119:81-88, Galatians 4-6

The Army Cycle of Prayer
Unit: Soldiers, noncommissioned officers, 

officers and Families of the 108th Division
(Institutional Training) U.S. Army Reserves, 
headquartered at Charlotte, N.C.

Army: For members of the Military Intelligence
Corps, providing timely, relevant and accurate 
intelligence and electronic warfare support to 
leaders at all levels. 

State: For all Soldiers and their Families from the 
state of Arkansas. Pray also for Gov. Mike Beebe, the state

legislators and municipal officials of The Natural State.
Nation: For Girl Scouts worldwide, their leaders and

supporters as they develop an accepting and nurturing 
environment where girls build character and skills for 
success in the real world.

Religious: For clergy and congregations of the
Episcopal Church; for the chaplains endorsed for military

ministry by this community of faith.
For more information on the Army Cycle of Prayer, or 

to pray for items from previous weeks, visit the cycle’s 
Web site at www.usarmychaplain.com. 

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. *Closing costs paid with approved lender. 

**Landscaping per subdivision. 

www.hallmark-homes.com

QUALITY. 
HONESTY. 
INTEGRITY.

It’s the way our 
homes are built. 
It’s the way we 

do business.

Woodmen Hills 
11952 Royal County Down Road

495-4267
Woodmen & Meridian

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle

570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive

382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Claremont Ranch
This Model Closed 

Please Visit 
Mule Deer Crossing

Forest Meadows
8413 Vanderwood Rd. 

266-3845 
Blk Forest & Woodmen

Creek Terrace

Woodmen Hills

Mule Deer Crossing

Forest Meadows

Brandy Station
Tri lvl, 3/2/2, $204,950 

Middleton
2 sty, 3/2.5/2, $209,950

The Camden
2 sty, 3/3/3, $339,950

The Charleston
Ranch, 3/2/2.5, $319,950

Fairfax
2 sty, 3/2.5/2, $224,950

Cape York
2sty, 3/2.5/2, $239,950

Savannah
Ranch, 5/3/3, $352,034

Yorktown II
2 sty, 4/2.5/3, $329,252
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Photos by Julie M. Lucas

Project 86 rocks Carson
Fort Carson got rocked Friday night at a free concert, featuring the alternative-christian rock band,
“Project 86.” The concert was sponsored by the Fort Carson youth ministry program and was free to the
public. “The youth of Fort Carson had a tangible message that the chapels on post are very supportive
of them,” said Chap. (Capt.) Lisa Northway, youth ministry leader. “The turnout was better than
expected but not as many as we had hoped for.” A survey taken after the concert showed that nearly
70 percent who attended had heard about the concert through the band’s MySpace page. A few fans of
the band travelled from South Dakota to hear the band. “It just goes to show you that I think having a
youth ministry MySpace page is very important,” said Northway.

With so many choices to complete your degree,

WHY CHOOSE
COLORADO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY?

For more information or to apply,
call Tom Boven at 719.596.9235 
or via email at tboven@ccu.edu

www.ccu.edu/usaf

Adult Studies program distinctives:

New classes begin soon!

1260 Motor City Drive

Red Noland

$299
2008 TOP SAFETY PICK

INSURANCE INSTITUTE
FOR HIGHWAY SAFETY

*Based on IIHS segmentation and testing results.

27 month lease $3,998 due at signing, includes $300 security deposit. Plus taxes. WAC. Offer expires 4-26-08.
10,000 miles per year

#S38006
month

Ask About Our Military Discounts
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Desertion and AWOL crimes
__1_ servicemember was cited with 

AWOL — surrendered to military/
civilian authorities.

__7_ servicemembers were cited with 
AWOL — failed to go to place of duty.

__1_ servicemember was cited with 
desertion-surrendered to military/
civilian authorities.

Motor vehicle crimes
__2_ servicemembers were cited with blood

alcohol content of .08 or more
__4_ servicemembers were cited with a 

traffic accident. 
__3_ servicemembers were cited with driving

under the influence of alcohol.

Drug and alcohol crimes 
(not including motor vehicles)
__1_ servicemember was cited for 

possession of cocaine.
__1_ servicemember was cited for 

possession of marijuana.
__2_ servicemembers were cited for 

wrongful use of cocaine.
__1_ servicemember was cited for wrongful

use of dangerous drugs.

Miscellaneous crimes
__1_ servicemember was cited with damage

to private property.
__1_ servicemember was cited with 

disobeying a lawful order.
__1_ civilian was cited with violation of a

restraining order.
__1_ civilian was cited with attempted suicide.
__1_ civilian was cited with simple assault.
__1_ civilian was cited with simple assault on

a child greater then 16 years old.

__1_ civilian was cited with forgery.
__1_ civilian was cited with domestic 

violence.
__2_ civilians were cited with theft 

(shoplifting).
__2_ servicemembers were cited with failure

to obey general order.
__2_ servicemembers were cited with 

abandoned vehicle.

Police blotter
The following crimes were committed on the Fort Carson installation between March 27-April 2.
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Check Engine light on?
Let us Diagnose with afrom  to

TriCare Prime offers off-base 
routine eye examination benefit!

No out-of-pocket cost for  
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible 
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are 
eligible once every two years.

No Primary Care referral is 

necessary. Simply call for 

an appointment.

Southside Between Northside
Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall
598-1392 548-8717 598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be filled 
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare 
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs 

Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through 
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.

Looking for something New, Exciting & Fun?
Something that will last a lifetime?

1 Block N. of Austin Bluffs
On Academy

4337 N. Academy Blvd.

599-DIVE (3483)

Scuba Diving 
Lessons

COMPLETE SCUBA CERTIFICATION
SPECIAL MILITARY 

DISCOUNT

With valid military 
ID card

Per Person 
Reg. Price

$329
$289 Per Person

265 Parkside Drive, Suite 200 
Colorado Springs, CO  80910 

719-475-BABY(2229) 
www.475-baby.com Info@475-baby.com 

www.planaheadtest.com/us 

Our Free Monthly Seminar 

includes: 

Biology of Reproduction 

What diagnostic tests you 

need and those you don’t 

Treatments options PLUS 

costs 

Financial Plans 

Acupuncture & Tricks to 

improve your own fertility! 

 

Reproductive Medicine & Fertility Centers appreciates 
all that you have done and we are proud to be part of the 
TRICARE system of dedicated care givers for our troops and 
their families.  As Board Certified Reproductive 
Endocrinologists and Infertility Specialists we have access to 
new tests and recently we have partnered with Repromedix™ 
a lab that specializes in helping the “worried 
fertile” understand their options for creating a 
family.  Now you can determine the “biologic 
clock” for females and learn if the sperm you 
produce “works”.  These are not old tests, 
these are very new technologies.  We would be 

happy to help you create a family! 
Call us! 

RSVP: 877-475-2229 

Free Fertility Seminars 

Free 
15 min 
phone 

consults, 
call!! 
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Feature

Story and photos by James H. Egbert
Mountaineer staff

Debt does not discriminate; it is willing and able to touch 
the lives of everyone. U.S. servicemembers are especially 
vulnerable because of marketing techniques and the inexperience
of the younger servicemembers. According to Fort Carson 
Army Community Service, multiple deployments, extra pay and
the temptation to live it up and spend it all, young Soldiers 
and their Families are falling fast into debt. 

The Fort Carson ACS and Chaplin’s office co-hosted 

syndicated Financial Talk Show Host Dave Ramsey at the Special
Events Center Friday. Ramsey is a nationally recognized personal
money-management expert, popular national radio personality 
and best-selling author of “The Total Money Makeover.”

Ramsey created the Financial Peace University, an intensive
13-week program designed to help people eliminate their debt, 
get control of their finances and learn new behaviors around
money, which are founded on commitment and accountability.

FPU helps servicemembers strategically and effectively
remove debt and build wealth. According to a press release 
from Lampo Group, Inc., FPU trains an average of 3,000 U.S. ser-

vicemembers each year with its 13 lessons, video-driven course
and new classes begin on an average of 15-20 different military
installations worldwide each month. 

“The key is to be responsible and accountable for your 
money. Don’t spend what you don’t have and live on less that you
make. It’s pretty serious when you leave a spouse at home and 
bills are out of control, it affects how the mind works when 
you’re deployed,” said Ramsey. 

Ramsey conducted a special financial seminar at the 
SEC geared to the military and later took time to meet with a
group Soldiers and Family members at the Wolf Dining 

Facility. During lunch, Ramsey spent with the Soldiers, he 
took questions and offered targeted advice to address the needs 
of each Soldier. 

Ramsey also made note of the headlines by saying, “Right n
ow everyone wants to run around like the sky is falling. When we
elect a new president, no matter who it is, things will settle down. 

The Dave Ramsey show is aired locally on the radio at 
105.5 FM, 1240 AM, Fox Business News cable network and 
online at www.daveramsey.com. For more information about 
FPU and local facilitators, contact your unit chaplin’s office 
or unit command financial noncommissioned officer. 

Soldiers learn how to

Break free from debt

Dave Ramsey

Fred Lewis from Fort Carson
Army Community Service,
warms up the crowd at the
Special Events Center before
the Dave Ramsey Live show.
Lewis was instrumental in
bringing Ramsey to Fort Carson."You gotta take baby steps, small obtainable goals to financial freedom," said Dave Ramsey during his live event at the Fort Carson Special Events center Friday.

Dave Ramsey speaks with command financial noncommissioned officers
who volunteer their time to help fellow Soldiers make educated decisions
with their finances.

Dave Ramsey
management
team members
toss out "I See
Debt People" 
T-shirts as part
of the preshow
warmup.



Community22 MOUNTAINEER — April 10, 2008

by Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Perfect weather was the order of
the day April 4 — Colorado blue
skies and cool, with wind speed on
the runway a mere 4 knots, as the Air
Force Academy’s newest Cadet for a
Day, in flight suit and bomber jacket,
took to the skies for a bird’s eye view
of the area around Colorado Springs.

“I got to fly the plane,”
JaVaughn Nelson said excitedly. 
“It was awesome.”

A sortie in the Cessna, 
compliments of the Academy’s Aero
Club, was just one stop among many
last weekend for the 12-year-old
who was sponsored by the Colorado
Make-A-Wish Foundation.

JaVaughn is one of two sons 
of 1st Sgt. Albert and Geana
Nelson with Fort Carson’s 59th
Military Police Company.

Good-natured rivalries between
the Air Force and Army were put
aside for the weekend.

“As the war has progressed, the
military has come together as a
team,” said Albert, who was home 

on rest and recreation from work
training Iraqis in Bagdad.

“The Army, though, will always
be there, deep down in (JaVaughn’s)
heart,” Albert said.

“Cadet” Nelson’s schedule included
a tour of the air traffic control tower,
getting acquainted with the controls 
of a sail plane at the 94th Flying
Training Squadron, experiencing 
parachute training in a harness at the
98th FTS, hanging out with squad
mates and test-piloting flight simulators
in Fairchild Hall. He also enjoyed
tours of the Cadet Chapel, the falcon
mews and a canine demonstration by
the 10th Security Forces Squadron.

During Friday’s noon meal 
formation, he commanded the Cadet
Squadron into action and led squad
mates to lunch in Mitchell Hall.

Friday he was officially welcomed
into the Cadet Wing, complete with 
all the fanfare of cadet Recognition,
including sabers, salutes and pinning
on of the “prop and wings.”

The squadron unveiled a wall mural
in the newest cadet’s honor, which 
he inaugurated with his handprints.

“The Academy is amazing for

Make-A-Wish,” said Peggy
Nightengale, Make-A-Wish 
volunteer. “Cadets are very busy but
still have time to plan these events,
and without cost to Make-A-Wish.”

Cadet 1st Class Erik Gonsalves
with Cadet Squadron, Cadet
Squadron 37, will be headed to
Shepherd Air Force Base, Texas, 
after graduation next month.

He has helped host about 20
Cadets for a Day during his time 
at the Academy, an accomplishment
he takes pride in.

“Of all the programs I’ve been
involved with, this is the best,” he
said. “It gives us cadets an amazing
perspective. Every kid is special.”

JaVaughn’s visit to the Academy
was the second Cadet for a Day for
Cadet 1st Class John Pavlus, Cadet
Squadron 19, the Wolverines.

“All 120 of us were so excited he
was coming to visit us,” Cadet Pavlus
said of his squad mates. “It makes us
realize what opportunities we have.”

The experience of Cadet for a Day
doesn’t end for youths when cadets go
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JaVaughn
Nelson, left,
and brother
Dimitri try 
on a glider 
for size.

Wishes come true for Cadet   
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It’s all “ten-hut” as Cadet for a Day JaVaughn leads squad mates during noon meal formation.

back to class. Academy cadets write
letters and follow up in various other
ways with their Cadets for a Day.

“We like to keep in touch,” said
Cadet 1st Class Ryan Nissim with
Cadet Squadron 19.

JaVaughn’s mother, Geana
Nelson, is grateful for her 
son’s experience. 

“They made everything happen,”
she said of JaVaughn’s wishes.
“I’ve never seen him happier.
Everyone on the Academy has been
great. We are blessed to be here.”

Albert was also impressed 
by the cadets’ hospitality. “He’s 
overjoyed. This is something 
he’ll never forget,” said Albert.

Geana said JaVaughn has good
days and bad days with his disease,
but it rarely keeps him down. He
loves sports, “is very competitive”
and always enjoys new adventures.

Albert said JaVaughn and big
brother Dimitri, who accompanied
his Family for the weekend, are close.

“They’re like two peas in 
a pod. His brother is his ‘right-hand
man,’” he said. “I couldn’t ask 
for two better sons.”

  for a Day
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CHECK OUT OUR HUGE SELECTION
OF CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED SUBARUS

WWW.CHEAPSUBARU.COM
1080 MOTOR CITY DRIVE

475-1920
Open Late Until 9PM!

NEW
2008 SUBARU
LEGACY 2.5i SE

Starting At:

$149 $18,288OR
PER MONTH LEASE / 24 MONTHS After

$1000 Rebate
MSRP: $21,440

#1 LARGEST SUBARU DEALER IN AMERICA
Based on 2007 National Dealer Ranking

Rates As Low As

0.0%
Available!

Model Code: 8AC
Stock# 38520

Plus Tax. First month payment and tax on rebate due at lease signing. 10,000 miles per year. No security deposit req. WAC.”

 

 
General Dentist and Military Spouse

At Debbie Roubal DDS, PC we can relate to 
the stressful lifestyle you’re living . That’s 
why military family members always receive 
the special care and attention they deserve 

Now through April 30th we will be 
offering a $25 Citadel Mall Gift Card 
to all new military patients.

Military life is stressful enough. 
Going to the dentist doesn’t 
need to be. 



Story and photos by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff

Fort Carson is not only the home of some 
of the finest Soldiers in the country it is also home
to some of the finest sporting facilities.

Thunder Alley Bowling Center is one of the 
premier lanes in Colorado Springs. Some of the 
premier athletes in the world were in attendance
when the facility hosted Team USA women’s bowling
team, which will be competing in the next two years
in international competitions around the world.

The center hosted 15 of the finest female bowlers
in the country April 1 through Friday as the Team USA
held its tryouts for this year’s team on the Mountain
Post. Jerry Edwards, Team USA coach said it was a big
thrill for her team to come to the post for the camp and
a better feeling to be received so warmly at the post.

“Fort Carson has extended such a warm 
welcome to us to come out here and train. Once a

year we bring our athletes together for a training
camp and this is our training camp for this year. 
The camp will last a little less than a week and 
actually this is the start of a new era for Team USA
bowling as we will have professionals bowling 
with us for the first time,” Edwards said.

Edwards said Team USA has had a very effective
run in both men’s and women’s competition over the
past decade and they hope to continue that run in 
the coming years. Edwards said the team in the past 
has consisted of amateur athletes who have excelled 
on the world stage but teams in the future will consist
of professional and amateur athletes. While this will be
a change in the way she has been used to things in

the past, Edwards has been
with the team in one 
capacity or another since
1991, with the exception 
of a three-year period, she
sees exciting times ahead.

“Last year’s team without
any pros on it at all probably
had one of the finest 
performances of a Team
USA bowling team. They
won every gold medal they
could in the America's zone
championship on the men's
side, all the gold medals in
the Pan American games and
our women had a wonderful

showing at the world championships with a couple 
of gold medals and silver medals,” Edwards said. 

“This team has been very effective internationally
in recent history and has really worked hard over 
the years to become more competitive. With the
addition of the pros, who are the best players in 
the world, this becomes an exciting time for 
Team USA. The talent pool becomes stronger and
the veteran players on our team understand what 
it is to play as a team,” Edwards added. 

The women bowlers are competing for six spots
in the America Zone competition in Santiago, Chile in
October. Edwards said the women are also competing
for spots on other teams that will be competing in
national and international competition. She said this
training camp gives the women a chance to bowl
together and communicate with each since most of
the players are spread out around the country. She
also said the camp gives the coaches the opportunity
to make what will be one of the most difficult
choices they will have to make, the composition 
of the teams that will represent the country. 

“The coaches are going to have a difficult 
decision in selecting this team. The wonderful thing
for us is we can’t make a bad decision. They are all
great players and this is an exciting start of the year
when we have our training camps. This year we will
look to have different players represent us interna-
tionally to get us ready for the world championships
next year. We are treating this as a preparation 
year for the world championships,” Edwards said.
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Elite
bowlers
hold 
training
camp at
Carson

Members competing for a spot on the Team USA women’s bowling team get used to the lanes at the
post bowling facility prior to beginning training camp April 1.

Sports

Colorado Spring’s Tisch Johnson, left, is among the women competing for a spot
on the bowling team.

Team USA Coach Jerry Edwards, left, talks with injured team member Tennelle Milligan
while others participated in the Team USA training camp.
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On tOn the Benche Benchh

Forrest hosts singles
racquetball tourney
by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff

Forrest Fitness Center will
sponsor a “Conquer the Courts”
Singles Racquetball Tournament
May 19-22.

Cash prizes will be awarded 
for first place ($100), second place
($75) and third place ($50 gift 
certificates) finishes in the A, B,
and categories. People interested 
in playing in the tournament can
sign up at the center’s front desk
until May 16. No sign-ups will be
accepted after May 16.

Anyone 15 or older is eligible
to compete in the tournament. For
more information on the tournament
contact Jim Flagg or Ernie Costelo,
tournament directors at 526-2706.

Alternate Escapes will host
an exciting Ultimate Fighting
Championship event for fight 
fans April 19.

The facility will host the 
televised UFC wired welterweight
championship match between Serra
and St. Pierre at Alternates

Escapes, building 1532, beginning
at 8 p.m. For more information on
this event call 576-7540.

Congratulations are in order
for the Soldiers who represented
the post in the basketball 
challenge series March 28-29
at McKibben and Waller Physical
Fitness Centers on post.

The post representatives 
came out of the losers bracket to
defeat the team from Peterson Air
Force Base to capture this year’s
basketball championship. The 
win gave the post one of the 
championships in the rotating 
challenge series between military
installations in the Colorado and
Wyoming. The next competition 
in the series will be volleyball. 
The time and place for the event
will be announced in May.

There are going to be two 
fitness and bodybuilding competi-
tions in the southern Colorado 
area in the coming month.

On April 19 the annual Steel 

Photo by Walt Johnson

Soccer time
Kayla Emerson, right, post youth soccer coach, gets in some practice time with her
young team Monday at Pershing Field. The youth soccer season is scheduled to begin
April 19 at Pershing Field. For more information on the program call 526-1233.

See Bench page 32

1835 S. ACADEMY
(NE Corner of Chelton & Academy in the Bally Plaza)

Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9:30 - Noon
622-3080

3235 E. Platte Ave., Ste. B

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com

Supporting our Nation’s 
Military for over 40 years.

Call today 
for details 
about exciting 
new military 
scholarship 
opportunities.
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Dustin Williams, right, practices his layups at the Child and Youth
Services center recently with his father Anthony Williams.

by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff

Watch Dustin Williams on the athletic
fields on post and you see a young man 
with energy, vigor enthusiasm and a young
man’s desire to play sports.

That makes him just like most young
people who play sports at Fort Carson, but
look a little closer and you see there is a 
difference in Williams. Williams was born
without the use of his right arm, which 
would probably keep most people away 
from competitive sports. Williams is not one
of those people.

Williams’ father Anthony Daniel
Williams, and his mother Dennen Williams
made a decision about their son the moment
they knew he was born without the use 
of his arm according to Anthony Williams.
The decision they made was to let Dustin
have the most normal, active life he wanted
to have. Part of that upbringing was letting
him get involved with youth sports.

“There weren’t really any concerns about
putting him into youth sports; it was more a
matter of helping him with his confidence.
We wanted to make sure he had a normal life
interacting with people. Not just people his
own age but those older than him because we
wanted him to know he can do anything. We
wanted him to understand that just because
he doesn’t have use of his right arm doesn’t

mean that he is not capable of doing things
all people do,” Anthony Williams said.

“I don’t think it was as much a process to
help him understand the reason he didn’t have
use of his right hand as much as it was me
being a father and wanting the best for my
son. I was really determined to let my son
know that he can do anything and never let
anyone tell him that he couldn't do something.
I am a classic example of not letting someone
tell me what I can’t do but more important I
wanted to let him know that he doesn’t have
to follow in my footsteps, but blaze a path of
his own and have the confidence that he can
get it done,” Williams added

Anthony Williams said he is proud of 
the way his son has adjusted to his unique
situation, but the one thing he is most proud
of is his son is making the decisions about
being active in athletics. He said he hopes
that will carry over to his high school 
years but the choice will be his alone.

“Right now, I think we are building the
foundation for him to be in a position to make
the decision on playing sports when he gets to
high school. I would like for him to do it but it
will be his decision. The only thing I would like
to see him do is give it his best effort and try to
do it if he wants to. If he doesn’t succeed one
year, there will always be the next year. I will
encourage him to try to play. I think he will
want to play when he gets to high school, based
on what we are establishing with him now.”

Youth athlete overcomes disability 

Simple.  Easy.  Count On It.

33333 Day 100% Money 
Back Guarantee!
Not happy?  Return it and get your 
down payment and your trade back.

No Additional 
Dealer Fees
You never pay a dealer documentation 
fee or additional dealer mark-up.

Drive It Now
Pricing
Every Vehicle...
Every Day!

GUARANTEESGUARANTEES

0% APR FINANCING
NOW AVAILABLE FOR 60 MONTHS

Example: With down payment acceptable to lender, 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed, on approved credit. For well qualified buyers. Available
on new 2008 Jeep® Commander, Grand Cherokee (gas engine), Chrysler Aspen, Pacifica and Sebring Convertible. Offer in lieu of other rebates or offers.

EXIT 140

#8R642251

$19,499
PAY ONLY $249/MO

3 AT THIS PRICE!3 AT THIS PRICE!

• Automatic Transmission
• 3.3L Flex Fuel V6 Engine
• Stow-N-Go Seating
   & Storage
• Electronic Stability Program

2008 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

MSRP..........................................................$23,245
ASSURED DISCOUNT................................-$1,746
FACTORY REBATE.....................................-$1,500
MILITARY REBATE........................................-$500

719-475-1155 • cschrysler.com
CALL US FOR OUR FREE SHUTTLE TO PICK YOU UP FROM THE BASE

Price plus tax, finance charges and cost of emissions test. Mileage and
condition limitations apply. See us for details. Offer expires 4/25/08. Chrysler and Jeep® are registered  trademarks of Chrysler LLC.

For example: $3,000 down, $249 per month for 78 months, 5.4% APR,
on approved credit. Plus tax, finance charges and cost of emissions test.

#8L584219

PAY ONLY $349/MO
3 AT THIS PRICE!3 AT THIS PRICE!

• 6-Speed Manual Transmission
• 3.8L V6 Engine
• 3-Piece Removable Hard Top
• Power Convenience Group
• 17” Alloy Wheels

2008 JEEP® WRANGLER UNLIMITED X 4X4

MSRP..........................................................$26,455
ASSURED DISCOUNT.....................................-$56
MILITARY REBATE........................................-$500

For example: $3,000 down, $349 per month for 78 months, 5.4% APR,
on approved credit. Plus tax, finance charges and cost of emissions test.

$25,899

10% Discount
To Active Military

On Parts & Service
Please submit at time of write up. Expires 4/30/08.
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City Bodybuilding and 
Figure Championships will 
be held in Memorial Hall on
Union Avenue, 1 City Hall
Place in Pueblo.

Kai Green, who placed
third in the Arnold Classic,
will be the guest poser 
for the event.

The prejudging portion 
of the event will begin at 10
a.m. and the show will take
place at 6 p.m. For more
information contact James
Sena (719) 253-1832.

Also, the annual 2008
National Physique Committee
Southern Colorado and
Armed Forces natural 
bodybuilding and figure
championships will take place
in May. The competition 
will be held at Doherty 
High School in Colorado
Springs May 10. Prejudging
is scheduled to begin at 10:30
a.m. with the show scheduled
to begin at 6 p.m.

Forrest Fitness Center
will be hosting a great event
for runners in May.

The facility will host 
the post five kilometer fun
run/walk May 17 at 7 a.m. at
the Special Events Center.

People interested in 
participating in the event 
can sign up at Garcia, Forrest
Waller or McKibben 
Physical Fitness Centers.
There will be an awards 
ceremony at 8:30 a.m. after
completion of the event. 

There will be first-, sec-
ond- and third-place prizes for
the following age groups: 15-
19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-
59, 60-69, overall male and
female and masters male and
female top finishers.

There will also be a 
category for dogs. Prizes will
be awarded for the best cos-
tume, laziest dog and hot-to-
trot dog. For more information
contact the staff at any of the
post fitness centers.

The post youth center
will host Teen Team
Challenge Night April 25 at
the Special Events Center.

The event is open to all
youths age 13-18 and will
take place from 7-11 p.m.
Teams consisting of at least
three boys and three girls 
will be competing in events
such as blindfolded dodge
ball, an obstacle course
mind trivia, wacky golf and
other events. Call 526-2680
for more information.

Photo by Walt Johnson

Aerobics fun
Forrest Fitness Center aerobics instructor Danielle Dungen, front, goes through a spirited work-
out with her aerobics class Monday. Forrest Fitness Center has a number of aerobic and cardio
programs designed to meet the needs of any person. Call 526-2706 for information.

See Bench from page 26



by Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff

T
he collection of sand piled
up against snow-covered
Rocky Mountains is an 

oddity. It takes a few minutes for the
mind to adjust, putting these disparate
images together. But, there it is.

The Great Sand Dunes National
Park is at the foot of the Sangre de
Cristo Mountain range in Colorado,
east of Walsenburg. 

Capt. Zebulon Pike wrote of
“descending sandy hills” when his
1807 exploration through Colorado
took him through the sand dunes. He
described the sand dunes as looking
like a “sea in a storm, except as to
color.” His description is apt.

Large, sea-like waves of brown
sand cover some 30 square miles.
The highest sand dune is 750 feet
above the valley floor. 

Why is this sand in this 
place? Why here, in front of these
snow-covered Rocky Mountains? 

The sand has been collecting 
here for thousands and thousands of
years. One theory is that the sand
eroded from ice-age glaciers. 

At any rate, prevailing winds
have been blowing the sand through
the valley for centuries. 

The sand falls to earth because 

it is unable to exit the valley. The
sand accumulated over the centuries,
until it now covers 30 square miles.
Breezes, wind and water scatters the
grains of sand, constantly changing
the look of the dunes and the 
patterns of sand. 

Some 20 states have large 
repositories of sand, but the dunes 
in Colorado are the tallest in 
North America. 

President Herbert Hoover 
established the Great Sand Dunes
National Monument in 1932.
Congress passed an act to make the
Great Sand Dunes a National Park
and Preserve, and authorized the
acquisition of more land. The park
and preserve contains about 
150,000 acres and became the
nation’s 58th national park in 2004. 

Once at the dunes, visitors find
the sand dunes almost irresistible;
walking on the sandsheet, taking
hikes on the sand dunes, leaving
footprints or digging in the sand. 

Almost 300,000 visitors are at
the Great Sand Dunes each year, and
most of them explore the dunes.
Some visitors hike to the top of the
dunes, becoming mere specks in the
distance. Groups of visitors play 
volley-ball or fly kites on the sand
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Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.

Left: A group of friends, from left,
Cory Reimer, James Powell and
Patrick Rau, climb up a sand dune. 

Below: Visitors wash sand off their feet after
visiting the sand dunes.

Photo by Nel Lampe

Above: Tall grass and bushes lend contrast to the sand
dunes landscape at the Great Sand Dunes in Colorado.

Sand Dunes in Colorado?

Great Sand Dunes

See Sand on page 30
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next to the creek. Children build sand castles 
or write in the sand. Young visitors may 
bring snow saucers or flattened cardboard 
boxes to slide down a dune.

Medano Creek is shallow, if running at all,
but provides a respite from the sand. The 
creek usually begins running in April, because
of the snow melt, peaking about mid-May. 

When Medano Creek is running, the water
adds another dimension to the scene. If the
creek is deep, it sometimes gives the sand 
the look of a beach, as visitors splash or 
wade in the water. 

Visitors are at the sand dunes year around.
Snow melts rather quickly on the hot sand, 
making it accessible year-round. 

In fact, spring and fall are ideal for visits, 
as sand temperatures are cooler. The sand gets
very hot in summer, up to 140 degrees. 

Park officials recommend that people 
planning to hike on the sand wear boots 
or sneakers. Sandals or bare feet are not 
appropriate. Hiking in sand is arduous and
shoes fill quickly with sand. 

As the dunes are at about 8,000 feet 
altitude, visitors need to be prepared by 
bringing their own drinking water, sunscreen,
hats and sunglasses. 

Summer visitors also need to be on the
watch for afternoon thunderstorms which 
bring lightning dangers.

Great Sand Dunes National Park Visitor
Center is closed on federal holidays in the 
winter. It’s open 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. in winter, 
and until 6 p.m. during summer months.
However, the dunes are open 24 hours a day.

Rangers are on duty at the visitor center 
and will give hiking and trail advice and 
answer questions. 

The visitor center has a well-stocked 
book store and gift shop, as well as interactive
exhibits. Visitors can look at the dunes through
a viewing scope from the visitor center porch. 

The sand dunes aren’t far from the visitor
center — ask a ranger for directions to the dunes.

Call the visitor center at 378-6399 for 
information about interpretive programs, guest
speakers, concerts and activities available.

There is no food available at the visitor 
center. The last commercial facility with food,
water and gasoline is a few miles before reaching
the park entrance. The Oasis offers sand dune
tours, refreshments, souvenirs, camping, 
motel rooms and gasoline, and is open from
April-October (719) 378-2222.

The Great Sand Dunes has picnic areas, 
hiking trails and camping available. 

The Pinyon Flats Campground has 

88 camping sites, available on 
a first-come, first-served basis.
The sites have running water but
no shower or electricity. Camping fees are
$14 per day. 

There is a fee to visit the Great Sand Dunes:
$3 per person over 16 years of age. Rangers at
the entrance kiosk will ask for the fees, and
issue a pass to be displayed while in the park.

Other possibilities for overnight stays are 
in Alamosa, about 35 miles away. Contact the
Alamosa Visitor Center at (800) BLU-SKYS 
for information on lodging. The Web site
www.alamosa.com has lodging and 
sightseeing information. 

Other attractions in the area include the
restored U.S. Army frontier post at Fort
Garland, about 50 miles from the Sand Dunes.
The fort was once command by Kit Carson.

“Colorado ‘Gators,” an alligator farm, is
about 25 miles west of the Sand Dunes in
Mosca. Call (719) 378-2612 for information
about the alligator farm, or ask for directions 
at the sand dunes.

The Great Sand Dunes National Park is at
www.nps.gov or call (719) 378-6399. 

To reach the sand dunes from Fort Carson,
head south on Interstate 25 to Walsenburg, 
then take Colorado Highway 160 west. Shortly
after the town of Fort Garland, turn north on
Highway 150. It’s about 18 miles to the 
park entrance. The Great Sand Dunes is about
150 miles from Fort Carson.

After paying the fee at the entrance kiosk,
drive about a mile and a half to the visitor center.
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See Sand from page 29
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Above: Large numbers of visitors
explore the Great Sand Dunes. Right:
After miles of anticipation, motorists
approach the entrance to the Great
Sand Dunes park.

Photo by Nel Lampe

Photo by Rebecca Tonn

An exhibit shows the effect of wind on the sand dunes.
Photo by Rebecca Tonn

James Powell learns about the sand dunes at the visitor center.

Just the Facts
• TRAVEL TIME — 2 and 1/2 hours

• FOR AGES — families

• TYPE — sand dunes

• FUN FACTOR — ★★★★★

(Out of 5 stars)

• WALLET DAMAGE — $

$  = Less than $20
$ $  =  $ 21  t o  $ 4 0

$ $ $  =  $ 41  t o  $ 6 0
$ $ $ $  =  $ 61  t o  $ 8 0

(BASED ON A FAMILY OF FOUR)



31April 10, 2008 — MOUNTAINEERGet Out

Turkey Creek Ranch
Turkey Creek Ranch is now open for the 
season. The ranch is about 10 miles south 
of Gate 1, just off Highway 115. The ranch is
family friendly, with a playground, picnic 
tables and horses. For information or to make
reservations, call 526-3905.

Air Force Academy theater
“I Love a Piano,” is in Arnold Hall Theater at
the Air Force Academy April 26. Call 333-4497
for tickets. Arnold Hall is in the Cadet area.

Free days at Denver attractions
Denver Art Museum, 100 W. 14th Ave. is free
for Colorado residents the first Saturday of
every month.The Denver Museum of Nature
and Science has free admission for Soldiers.
The museum is in City Park. Take Interstate 
25 north to Denver, and take the Colorado 
Exit to City Park.

Disney on Ice
“Finding Nemo,” performed by Disney on Ice,
is in the Colorado Springs World Arena April
19 at 11:30 a.m. and April 20 at 1 and 5 p.m.
Tickets are available at Information, Tickets 
and Registration; call 526-5366.

Denver theater
“When Elmo Grows up,” a Sesame Street
Live production is April 17-20 at the
University of Denver Magness Arena.
Tickets are at Ticketmaster, 520-9090, 
or the Ritchie Center Box Office 

(303) 871-2336, or sesamestreetlive.com.

Pikes Peak Center
The Pikes Peak Center, 190 S. Cascade Ave.,
features Josh Blue, winner of “Last Comic
Standing,” in the theater May 9. Tickets are 
on sale at the box office, 520-SHOW.
“If You Give a Pig a Party” is April 21 at 
7 p.m. Call 520-SHOW for tickets.
The Colorado Springs Chorale presents
“Music’s Fire” April 19 at 8 p.m. Tickets
begin at $16; call 520-SHOW.

Cheyenne Mountain Park
Cheyenne Mountain State Park is sponsoring
an outdoor treasure-hunting game in which
participants use a Global Positioning 
System or other navitational techniques 
to search for the geocaches. The event 
is April 19, beginning at 1 p.m. at the 
Visitor Center. The first 100 military 
identification-card holders will get into 
the park for free. The regular day pass for
state parks cost $6.

World Arena
Carrie Underwood and Josh Turner are in 
the Colorado Springs World Arena May 13.
Tickets sold at 520-SHOW or ticketswest.com

Earth Day
The Garden of the Gods Visitor and Nature
Center celebrates Earth Day April 19, from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., with free family activities,
including arts and crafts for children; guided

nature walks; American Indian dances; 
presentations of birds of prey and other 
animals. There will also be free admission 
to Rock Ledge Ranch, which is by the 
Garden of the God entrance.

Flying W Ranch
The Flying W Ranch has dinner and 
a Western show in the winter steakhouse,
Fridays and Saturdays. The menu 
includes steak for $26; or trout, ribs, 
brisket or chicken for $24. Go online to
www.flyingw.com or call 598-4000; it’s at
3330 Chuckwagon Road.

Lipizzaner Stallions
The Lipizzaner Stallions, known for their 
graceful dancing, will be in the World Arena for
two shows May 10 at 2 and 7:30 p.m. Go online
to www.lipizzaner.com or call 576-2626. 

Broadway musical
“Rent,” featuring American Idol finalist Anwar
Robinson, is in the Pikes Peak Center May 6-7,
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are sold at 520-SHOW. 
The Pikes Peak Center is in downtown
Colorado Springs at 190 S. Cascade Ave.

Children’s chorale
“An Afternoon with Vivaldi and Friends” is
Sunday at 3 p.m., at the First Christian
Church, at the corner of Platte and Cascade
avenues. Tickets are $10 for adults and 
$7 for children at the door.

—Compiled by Nel Lampe

All Military,
Fireman, and 

Police are in for 
Free with ID.

Quality tattooing by ‘TAP’ since 1988

Multiple European award-winning artist
Hospital ‘Autoclave’ sterilization overseen by Nurse Practitioner

MILITARY DISCOUNT
Open Tues. - Sat. 12-12

Walkins welcome, or call ahead to reserve

(719) 597-TATU (8288)
www.TattooBeat.com

Corner of  Powers and Constitution

5705 Constitution Ave.
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Northtree Ranch House & Information Center

Now Open
BANNING LEWIS RANCHa new home community

Base
Pricing

from the
Low $200s

This masterfully planned community
provides you with . . . .

BROKERS WELCOME – Guest Builders Paying Co-Ops at 4% or more. 
Begin your visit at the Northtree Ranch House and Information Center off of Marksheffel Rd. & Vista Cerro Ave. just south of Woodmen Rd. or call us at (719) 522-2432.

Banning Lewis Ranch Management Company, LLC is the master developer of Banning Lewis Ranch, not a Guest Builder. The consumer should look to the Guest Builders for more information regarding homes. Pricing subject to change without notice. Amount of current broker commissions 
have been provided to Banning Lewis Ranch Management Company, LLC by participating Guest Builders. Such commissions are subject to change in the future without notice at the discretion of the Guest Builders.

5 NEIGHBORHOODS – 20 MODEL HOMES
Open Daily: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12pm-6pm.

THE ASHFORD COLLECTION
by John Laing Homes

THE CHERRYDALE COLLECTION
by Todays Homes

THE HAWTHORN COLLECTION
by Capital Pacific Homes

THE MAPLETON COLLECTION
by Classic Homes

THE PINERY COLLECTION
by Capital Pacific Homes

THE LINDENBURY COLLECTION
by Classic Homes

(Now Pre-Selling)

THE OAKMONT COLLECTION
by Capital Pacific Homes

(Opening May 17th)

ALSO COMING SOON

a K-8 public charter school  pure Fiber to the Home (FTTH) connectivity  tree-lined streets & welcoming front 
porches  neighborhood parks with miles of trails and pasillos planned  and for less than $3/day, your

homeowner fee not only gets you a community rec center, tennis courts and a Jr. Olympic pool, but
also high-speed internet service, a minimum of 55 cable TV channels and ... well, it’s a long list.

Learn more at BanningLewisRanch.com/welcome




